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so perhaps you might discover
some new information in this
edition regarding the type of
lifestyle you seek for your family. This month you will meet
Joseph Noriel who chairs the
Petaluma Tree Advisory Committee and even learn how to
plant trees.
You’ll also find out about
the “Through The Garden
Gate” tour presented by
Susan Villa as a benefit for
the Petaluma Museum. There’s

news about the Sonoma
County Orchid Society, Home
Decorating Tips from Barbara
Caswell, an update on Sonoma
Mountain from Connie Madden, a history of Thomas
Edison from Skip Sommer,
Business Profiles, Dining and
Humor.
As The Petaluma Post prepares for its Fifteenth Anniversary in June we thank all of our
readers, writers and advertisers
for allowing The Post to be a
light and bright, feel good,
general interest newspaper.
Enjoy this Springtime

“Lilies II”
Michele Rosett Watercolors
on exhibit at Gallery One, 209 Western Ave. in Petaluma

EDITO R ’ S N O T E :
A number of historic photographs from the April issue
of the Post were taken from
Simone
Wilson’s
book
“Images of America: Petaluma, California,” featured
on page 6 of the same issue.
These photographs, most of
them courtesy of the Petaluma
Museum, appeared on pages
3-5, 17, 23-24, and 37.
It should also have been
noted that Simone Wilson
authored all of the captions
for these photographs. We
regret the error and wish
to thank Ms. Wilson for the
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The first Edison “Invention Factory” in Menlo Park, New Jersey, 1879.

The Amazing Thomas Edison

T

HE LAST

19TH

25

YEARS OF THE

CENTURY

WERE

DAWN OF A NEW ERA.

THE

An
incredible group of multi-talented men brought the world a
new civilization of machines and
technology.
Mechanical reapers, steel,
the telegraph, photography,
industrial rubber, the sewing
machine, the electric motor
and electric light, dynamite, the
rotary printing press, natural gas and pressed glass
were just a few of these
marvels.
This new technology
also vastly changed our
way of living in America.
In 1880, there were about
8 million non-farm workers. By
1900, there were 18 million. In
1880, about 14 million Americans
lived in the cities and 36 million
lived on farms. In 1900, the ratio
was 30 million in the cities and 46
million on the farm.
Some people complained
that the traditional craftsman was
being replaced by machinery
and that employer/employee
relationships had changed to a
kind of city slavery. However,
sales and exports surged with the
decrease in cost of goods and our
total national income quadrupled
between 1870 and 1900!
One of the most outstanding inventors was Alexander

Graham Bell who, in 1875,
brought forth the telephone.
Western
Union
Company
turned down Bell’s offer to sell
it for $100,000. By 1900, there
were over a million telephones
in America. Western Union
blew billions of dollars by being
so shortsighted.
Another great step of progress was made by George Eastman. Eastman thought the word
“Kodak” was catchy and in
the late 1870s he invented the

At age 22, Edison sold his
first invention: The Universal
Stock Printer (a ticker tape
machine) for the huge sum of
$40,000. With this money, he
built his first “invention factory”
in Newark, New Jersey.
Knowing that gaslights were
smelly, smoky and dangerous,
Edison performed over 1,200
experiments and finally was able
to make a light bulb using carbonized filament of cotton. The initial
bulb burned for 48 hours straight.
Soon thereafter, Edison set
His invention of the electric light in
up the world’s first “electric
1879 was one of the greatest innopower station” in Manhatvations in world history.
tan.
By 1876, he had
moved to substantially
larger quarters in Menlo
Park, New Jersey and emKodak camera. “You press the
ployed over 5,000 people in his
button, we do the rest.”
“invention factory.” Edison then
However, both of these
inventions were to be vastly im- became a partner of J.P. Morgan and the Vanderbilt’s in The
proved by Thomas Alva Edison
Edison Electric Light Co. (now
(1847-1931). Edison has been
called General Electric).
named “the most inventive
In April of 1880, the
genius of his time.” His invenPetaluma Courier stated that
tion of the electric light in 1879
was one of the greatest innova- the town of Wabash, Indiana “is
now lighted with four electric
tions in world history.
Among his many inven- lights, each of which has 3,000
candle power supplied with
tions, Edison brought us the
electricity by a 7 horse power
phonograph, the motion picture
engine. It is said that, at a discamera (both silent and sound),
the alkaline storage battery, the tance of a 1/2 mile, the light is
equal to a first class gaslight.
copy machine, the dictating
Wabash is the first town ever
machine, the cement mixer,
the microphone and a vastly lighted by electricity.”
Well, you can imagine
improved telephone.

“

Thomas Alva Edison at age 45.
Portrait taken by J.W. White of Port Huron, Michigan.

”

Edison’s first electric light. It burned for 48 hours straight.
© U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
EDISON NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
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Remembering the

OLD
PETALUMA
Hist or y & St or ies
question of general usage.”
That sideshow also featured
“The largest human beings on
the face of the earth!” But, the
hottest news was that the Cole
Brothers Circus would be in
Petaluma the following August.
This is a very interesting
footnote to me. One of the greatest inventions in the history of
the world was being advertised
through a circus sideshow. Just
think how television, the rotary

point down, but the fixtures still
have gas jets pointing up, just in
case.
Thomas Edison has been labeled “The man, who more than
any other individual, ushered
America into the greatest change
of its existence.” More patents
were issued to Edison than anyone else in U.S. history. When he
died in 1931, his 1,093rd patent
was just being issued. It was the
formula for manmade rubber

Inside the Menlo Park laboratory, February 1880. Edison is seated left of center.
Notice that the overhead gas lamps have already been replaced by electric lights.
the turmoil this caused in the
oil, gas and kerosene industry,
which was supplying the light to
the world (except for candles).
(continued on page 4)
(continued from page 3)
They got over it soon,
however, when it was realized
that the generators and turbines
needed to power the light
would have to use gasoline as
fuel and oil as lubricant.
Petaluma was very sizzled
by the prospect of electricity. In

1880, you could travel, during
daylight, to San Francisco and
back on the Steamer Pilot for
$1. The Petaluma and Bodega
stage line would carry you to
and fro, during daylight, for $3.
Road and creek traffic pretty
much closed down at sundown.
What if they could be lighted
and work at night also? Imagine
the increased commerce.
In September of 1880, the
Petaluma Daily Courier said
that at the performance of the

Cole Brothers Circus in Louisville, Kentucky, a sideshow
featured: “The first introduction
of the electric light in this vicinity. Its success utterly settles the

“

The man, who more
than any other individual, ushered America
into the greatest change
of its existence.

”

.Experimental electric railroad at Menlo Park, New Jersey, May
13, 1880. Edison experimented with several uses of the electric
motor. Here he and members of the laboratory staff test a small
railway engine on a one mile circular track at Menlo Park.

Thomas Edison with George Eastman, the founder of Eastman Kodak, in 1928. Flexible-base
Kodak film had been a key element for Edison’s work in motion pictures.

printing press, radio and computers have changed the face
of advertising! And, guess what?
We wouldn’t have those media
without Thomas Edison’s inventions.
Petaluma was not to receive
it’s electrically lighted streets for 8
more years. Even then, consumers were nervous about reliability.
Look at Victorian chandeliers
around town and you’ll find that
most of them are dual purpose:
The electric lights do indeed

(neoprene). He was 84 years old
and still actively a workaholic.
Albert Einstein has officially
been named the outstanding
person of the 20th century. My
own opinion is that this honorary title should have, at least,
been shared with Thomas Alva
Edison. But then, what do I
know? The two men were associates of each other—along with
Henry Ford, Alexander Graham
Bell, Harvey Firestone, George
Eastman and Sonoma’s own
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Home & GarPetaluma Tree Committee Speaks
Up

P

ETALUMA HAS A LOT TO BE

of as former “Egg
Basket of the World,”
location of “The World Wrist
Wrestling Championships” and
even the designation of “Main
Street USA.” Due to the hard
work of Petaluma’s Tree Committee you can now add the
title “Tree City USA.” The City
of Petaluma has achieved this
prestigious title from The National Arbor Day Foundation.
The Foundation in cooperation
with the USDA Forest Service
and the National Association of
State Foresters awards this title
to communities who meet strict
environmental requirements.
PROUD

In this issue of THE POST we
sit down with Joseph Noriel,
Chairman of the Petaluma Tree
Advisory Committee and ask a
few questions about our trees:
What is the purpose of the
Tree Committee?
Created by the City Council
in 1991, The Petaluma Tree
Advisory Committee (TAC)
coordinates efforts with other
City groups, such as the Planning Commission and the
Recreation, Music & Parks
Commission to focus on ensuring appropriate planning for
trees within new City parks and
rights-of-way, and to improve
maintenance practices affecting
public trees.
We also offer many resources for Petaluma’s citizens
on any tree related issues, as
well as working with the educational community offering assistance and support for various
tree planting endeavors.
Our main goal has always
been to emphasize the important role trees play in the health
and beauty of our unique city.
Some of the many benefits trees
provide are:
• Homes for wildlife
• Absorb harmful carbon dioxide
• Provide us with oxygen
• Reduce air conditioning costs
• Increase property values
What can the Tree Committee
do for me?
The TAC has been instrumental
in numerous neighborhood tree
plantings. It’s amazing how a
few well-placed trees can add
beauty to a neighborhood. You

have to look no further then “D”
Street to recognize the aesthetic
impact of street trees. Neighborhood tree plantings can be
a wonderful opportunity to
improve your curb appeal and
get to know your neighbors
at the same time. You may be
surprised to know that there
are grant monies available to
pay for a majority of the costs.
Representatives from the TAC
will help guide you through the
process.
What is the proper way to
prune a tree?
Unfortunately due to a lack of
available information, many
trees are being permantely damaged to improper pruning methods, even by tree maintenance
companies. The most important
piece of advice I can give is
less is definitely more when it
comes to pruning and be sure to
never top your tree, as the shock
to the tree could kill it. If you
are considering pruning your
tree the TAC provides a free
handbook which details proper
pruning methods.
How can I recognize Sudden
Oak Death Syndrome and is
there a cure?
Sudden Oak Death Syndrome
has become a serious concern
with many environmental agencies and is starting to get the attention it deserves. The disease
is increasing in distribution and
is no longer limited to just oak
trees. Currently, there is no cure
but there are precautions that
can be taken to protect existing,
unaffected trees. The first symptom to look for is a blackened or
oozing area on the lower portion
of the tree. As new information is
literally becoming available on
a daily basis I recommended
that you visit the web site:
www.suddenoakdeath.org for
ways to recognize and isolate
the disease.
I have a beautiful tree that I
want to protect from being cut
down, what can I do?
No longer is your favorite tree,
or group of trees, subject to the
arrant swipe of a saw. You may
register your tree as a Heritage
or Landmark Tree with the City
of Petaluma for future generations to enjoy.
How does a resident know
what tree is best for their
yard?

The TAC provides a free Approved
Street Tree List. The list details
tree species particularly suited
to Petaluma’s climate, as well
as trees that are appropriate for
your specific planting location.
How can someone see some
of Petaluma’s magnificent
trees?
Start by picking up the brochure
A Walking Tour of the Trees of
Historic Petaluma. This is a selfguided tour of Petaluma’s exceptional trees. With brochure
in hand, I recommend taking a
bag lunch and stroll Petaluma’s
historic streets and downtown
parks and admire the many diverse species of trees. Be sure
not to miss Wickersham Park,
as it offers a wide variety of species. Brochures are available at
The Petaluma Visitor Center.
If you are interested in receiving
Pruning Guidelines, a Heritage/
Landmark Tree application, a
walking tour brochure or Approved Street Tree List, please
send a self addressed stamped
envelope to:

Joseph Noriel, Chairman of the Petaluma Tree Advisory Commit-

Just Relax...and think about trees

CITY OF PETALUMA TREE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 61
Petaluma, CA 94953

Valley Oak, along Highway 101.

“Petaluma’s historic neighborhoods have magnificent trees.”
Trees provide oxygen...
Trees give a home to wildlife...
Trees increase property values...
Trees just make life better...
If you are interested in a Walking Tour of the Trees of Historic Petaluma brochure, free trees for your neighborhood,
helpful planting guidelines, pruning information. protecting
existing trees, an approved street tree list, or to help us
plant trees in Petaluma please send a SASE to:

City of Petaluma Tree Advisory Committee
P.O. Box 61, Petaluma, CA 94953
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Home & Garden

Petaluma Art & Garden
Festival Debuts June 9th
ABOUT TO MAKE ITS DEBUT IN

DOWNTOWN PETALUMA that
will delight gardeners and artists
as well as those with an interest
in the culinary and winemaking
arts. Set for June 9th, the intent
of the new festival is to provide
a stylish and fun atmosphere for
people while introducing them
to the shops, restaurants and
galleries in downtownPetaluma.
Proceeds will benefit the downtown beautification efforts.

Some of the activities will
include food tasting with a
sampling from local restaurants
and caterers; wine tasting with
souvenir wine glasses; fun for
children such as seed planting,
art activities and an art display
and sale. There will be also a
selection of garden items and
plants available for sale as well
as other unique retail goods.
Entertainment will include musical and dance groups.
The Petaluma Art & Garden

Festival will be held from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m., June 9th at the “A”
Street parking lot and on Kentucky St. between “B” Street and
Western Avenue. Applications to
exhibit art work or garden related merchandise are available
from the Petaluma Downtown
Association located at 7 Fourth
St. in Suite 61 or from Tuscan
Gardens at 316 “B” St.
For more information call the
PDA at: 707-762-9348.

Celebrating
Home, Art &
Garden Month!

© SUSAN VILLA

A

N EXCITING NEW EVENT IS

Connie Madden
C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

Practically Perfect Prose Since 1985
For All Your Public Relations,
Marketing and Communications Needs
215 Water Street, Petaluma, CA 94952
phone: 707-781-9311 • email: ConnieMadden@Yahoo.com

Meet Cheryl & Michele
NEW PROPRIETORS

OUR 5TH YEAR IN BUSINESS

153 Kentucky St., Petaluma, CA
94952 707-776-2873

Magnolia Studio
A READER’S MONTHLY
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David Bennett
Research Editor Norman Spaulding
Advertising
Bob Colliss
Rebecca Miller
Advertising Design Phyllis J. Beaty
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Phyllis J. Beaty
Composition
Magnolia Studio
Photography
Scott Hess
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Ross Parkerson
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Backyard & Beyond Todd McLeish
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Bill Soberanes
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Barbara Caswell
Norris (Bob) Dyer
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The Petaluma Post is not responsible for the
images and statements of any advertiser or
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submitted by the 15th of the month. Advertising deadline is the 1st of the month.
For Subscriptions Mail $20.00 to:

T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T
P.O. Box 493, Petaluma, CA 94953
PHONE: 707-762-3260
FAX: 707-762-0203

BOOK CONSTRUCTION
Design, Production & Project Coordination

1810 Darby Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472
voice: 707-824-9662
fax: 707-824-9662
email: pjbeaty@magnoliastudio.com
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Is your child struggling
with reading? We can help!

Get an Attitude—Visit

ANGELO’S MEATS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Famous Beef Jerky
Full Service Smokehouse
Homemade Sausage and Bacon
Gold Medal BBQ Spiced Tri-tips
Smoked Salmon
New York Steaks

32 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Absolutely Delicioso
B B Q C AT E R I N G
ROA S T E D P I G S

2700 Adobe Rd., Petaluma, CA • 707-763-9586

PETALUMA
COFFEE & TEA CO.

Clinically proven reading programs for learning
disabilities and auditory processing problems, ages 6-18.
• Lindamood Phoneme Sequencing
• Visualizing/Verbalizing
• Samonas Listening Therapy

Speech, Language, & Learning Pathways
707-781-7424

VISIT US AT OUR
NEW LOCATION!

• Seeing Stars
• Earobics
• Phono-Graphics

FREE initial phone consultation
Petaluma

Angelo’s Italian Taste
Italian Garlic Salsa
Italian Garlic Mustard
Italian BBQ Sauce
Garlic Marinara
Garlic Stuffed Olives
Pickled Garlic

Try the New Green
& White Teas This
Spring!

We’re Still Roasting your Favorite
Coffees and Adding to Our
Organic & Fair Trade Offerings.

NEW ADDRESS: 212 2nd St. Near D, Petaluma

707-763-2727
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Home & Garden

© LUCILLE BATSON

© BLANCA HARNWELL-GARCIA

Laeliocattleya Mildred Rivers.

Best of Show winner, Dendrobium Aggregatum varietal Majus.

Sale

BY JUDY BRINKERHOFF

W

HAT

DO

ORCHIDS,

CHEETAHS, AND FLORAL

PAINTINGS

HAVE

Beautiful, elegant,
and colorful, they were all
showcased at the Gala Preview
Night for the Sonoma County
Orchid Society’s Orchid Show
and Plant Sale.

© BLANCA HARNWELL-GARCIA

IN COMMON?

The show was held at the
Veteran’s Memorial Building in
Santa Rosa and, over the weekend of March 1-3, was attended
by more than 2000 people. Three
hundred animated orchid enthusiasts chatted and exclaimed
over the exuberant displays of exotic blooming orchids and bright
floral paintings, which were
provided by the Cultural Arts
Council of Sonoma County, on
the night of the Gala Event. Safari

West entertained the crowd with
the antics of two young cheetahs onstage as delicious hors
d’oeuvres and tasty wines were
offered by Food for Thought, as
a benefit for the Sonoma County
AIDS Food Bank.
Twenty vendors, two from
Hawaii, the rest from northern
California, exhibited their amazing blooms and sold plants,
at the same time, helping the
public become more educated

Sonoma County Orchid Society’s display at the Orchid Show and Plant Sale.

A gourgeous display of Cymbidium.

in the culture of orchids. Since
orchids grow naturally from 10°
north and south of the equator, a
greenhouse is normally needed
to recreate the growing conditions of the necessary light, temperature and humidity required
to succeed with most orchids.
However, we at 38° north here
in Sonoma County, can grow
many orchids in a very bright
window. One of the missions of
the Orchid Society is to assist the
public in knowing which ones
to try.
Sonoma County’s Orchid
Society, formed in 1974 by about
18 folks, now boasts a membership of 280, approximately 40 of
whom are from Petaluma. Eighty
or so members and guests meet
monthly at 6:45 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of every month
at the Veteran’s Memorial Building in Santa Rosa in the east side
dining room. Meetings are free;
there is always a speaker, a sales

table, a raffle and refreshments.
They chat, educate, listen, do a
show-and-tell session, and help
newcomers with orchid questions and issues. They publish a
monthly newsletter and there’s
an annual potting party in July,
an auction in September, and
the big show in early spring.
This year, the show itself was responsible for recruiting 72 new
members. Obviously, there is
more interest in orchid growing
than ever before.
The Mission Statement for
the Society is, briefly, three-fold;
to encourage the culture of native
and hybrid orchids; to educate
members and the public; and
to share in the activities of other
societies with similar goals.
To join the Orchid Society
($15 a year), or for more information, please call the
president, Bud Lockwood, at
707-769-1223 or email him at:

© LUCILLE BATSON

Sonoma County Orchid Society’s Orchid Show & Plant
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How
to
Plant
Trees
Instructions for planting bare-root seedlings

1

2

3

4

5

STEP 1: Unpack the tree and soak it in water 3 to 6 hours. Do not plant with packing materials
attached to roots and do not allow roots to dry out.
STEP 2: Dig a hole, wider than seems necessary, so the roots can spread out without crowding.
Remove any grass within a 3 foot circular area. To aid root growth, turn soil in an area up to
3 feet in diameter.
STEP 3: Plant the tree at the same depth it stood in the nursery, without crowding the roots. Partially
fill the hole, firming the soil around the lower roots. Do not add soil amendments.
STEP 4: Shovel in the remaining soil. It should be firmly but not tightly packed with your heel.
Construct a water-holding basin around the tree. Give the tree plenty of water.
STEP 5: After the water has soaked in, place a 2 inch deep protective mulch in an area 3 feet in
diameter around the base of the tree (but not touching the trunk).
STEP 6: During dry weather, water the tree generously every week or 10 days during the first year.

6

Instructions for planting containerized trees
If a tree is planted correctly, it will grow twice as fast
and live at least twice as long as one that is incorrectly
planted.
Ideally, dig or rototill an area 1 foot deep and approximately 5 times the diamter of the root ball. The prepared
soil will encourage root growth beyond the root ball and
results in a healthier tree.
In transplanting, be sure to keep soil around the roots.
Always handle your tree by the ball, not by the trunk or
branches. Don’t let the root ball dry out. Help prevent
root girdling by vertically cutting any roots that show
tendencies to circle the root ball.
After placing the tree, pack soil firmly but not tightly
around the root ball. Water the soil and place a protec-

Dug or
rototilled area

Sloping sides

2-5 times the diameter
of the root ball

Firm the subsoil to prevent settling
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Luther Burbank Home &
Gardens
Openterpretive
ForsignsSeathroughout the
son

Medicinal Plant Walk:

D

OCENT

A

ÒMedicinal
Plant WalkÓ WILL BE OFFERED AT 10:30 A.M. ON
SATURDAY, MAY 11TH at the Occidental Arts & Ecology Center.
The Center is located at 15290
Coleman Valley Road.
This tour will explore gardens from the perspective of
a medicinal plant collection.
Leading the tour is Kalanete
Baruch who will cover plant
identification, medicinal and
garden uses as well as ways of
incorporating medicinal plants
into the garden scheme. Advanced registration is requested
and the fee is on a voluntary
sliding scale.
A residential course entitled
“Planting Your Summer Garden: An Organic Gardening
Intensive” will be offered on
May 17-19 at the Center.

This hands-on introductory
course will cover all aspects
of organic gardening in coastal
northern California with an
emphasis on spring and summer crops. Topics to be covered
include garden design, bio-

“ ”

THE

THER

A three hour course entitled
“An Introduction To Birding,” will
be offered at 10 a.m. on May
19th at the Center. This field tour
of OAEC’s gardens and wildlands
will focus on bird identification
skills for beginning birders. Spe-

Leading the tour is Kalanete Baruch who will cover
plant identification, medicinal and garden uses as well
as ways of incorporating medicinal plants into the
garden scheme.

intensive techniques, crop
selection, soil fertility management, sheet mulching, composting, seed saving and cooking
from the garden. The instructor
is Doug Gosling. Lodging and
meals are included in the fee of
$350 which supports the nonprofit Center.

TOURS

LUBURBANK
HOME
&
GARDENS
are
offered Tuesday through Sunday
10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. through the
end of October. Thirty-minute
tours are available on the half
hour. Special group tours may
be arranged by calling 707524-5445. The gardens are
open daily free of charge from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and are located
at Santa Rosa and Sonoma Avenues in downtown Santa Rosa.
The gardens feature many
of Luther Burbank’s horticultural
introductions as well as plants
typical in Victorian gardens. InTHROUGH

Organic Gardening & Birdwatching
At Occidental Arts & Ecology Center
THREE HOUR

LED

1.6 acre site identify plants and
describe Burbank’s work.
This year the Carriage House
Museum celebrates the PanPacific International Exposition
of 1915 with a new exhibit
“California
Welcomes The
World.” During the Expo fellow
inventors Thomas Edison, Henry
Ford and Harvey Firestone came
north to visit Luther Burbank at
his garden causing quite a stir in
Santa Rosa.
Luther Burbank, the famed
horticulturist, lived and worked
in Santa Rosa for most of his
fifty year career until his death
in 1926. Today the property
is a Registered National, State
and City Historic Landmark.

cific attention will be given to
aspects of behavior, morphology, field marks and habitat for
species. The instructor is Brock
Dolman and the fee is on a sliding scale.
For information on any of these
three events call 707-874-1557

�

So You Think
You Saved Money?
At OfficeHelper you are always
GUARANTEED THE LOWEST PRICES
on all your Office Products Purchases!
But along with the lowest price, you are
also guaranteed:
• Next Day Delivery
• Professional Service and Assistance
• Business to Business Tips to
Save You Time & Money
• A Local Presence Since 1977

Is Your Office Products
Supplier Meeting Your Needs?

OfficeHelper
1 330 ROSS STREET, PE TA L U M A , C A
PHONE : 800-640-4442 FAX : 800-933-7964

� � � �

���

�

� � � � � �� � � �

F

��� ������

����������� ��������������������������������������������������������
������ ����������� ��� ���� ����������� ��� �������� ��� ��������� ��������
���������������������������������������������������

�����������������
� ����������������
� ������������������������������������������
�������
�����������������
� �������������������������������������
������������������������������������
� ����������������������������������������
�� ��������������������������������������������������������� ��������������
����������� ��������� ���� ��������� ���� ���� ��������� ���� ����� ������
����������

��������
��������

�������������������������������������� �����������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������

��������������
����� ����������� ������

PA G E 1 0 • T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T • M AY 2 0 0 2

Cinco de Mayo Music

Classical Musicians Bring
the Music of Mexico to
Quest Elementary School

T

RENOWNED FLUTISTS,
PRISCILLA CALL AND MARTHA RODRIQUEZ SALAZAR,
WO

BRING THE RICH CLASSICAL MUSIC

MEXICO to elementary school
children at Quest Elementary
School in Petaluma, May 3rd at
11 a.m.
Their performances will
reflect the importance of music
and celebration in the Mexican
tradition. Both women will provide a musical overview as well
as historical overview of this
important historical date.
Cinco de Mayo, the “Fifth of
May” commemorates the Mexican victory over the French at
Puebla in 1862. The celebration
is more festive in the United
States than in its native Mexico.
Call, principal flute of the
California Symphony, spent
several years performing with
the Filarmonica de la Ciudad
de Mexico in Mexico City. A
chamber musician she is the coprincipal flute with the Berkeley
Symphony Orchestra and is a
flute professor at Mills College in
Oakland.
Salazar, a flutist and singer,
is a native of Mexico who has
toured extensively in America,
Mexico and Europe. Co-founder
of the Mexican Flute Association, she has organized several
Flute Festivals and is currently
director’s assistant for the popular Coro Hispano de San Francisco which will be performing
in Petaluma this June.
Quest,
an
elementary
school campus for grades 1-4,
is affiliated with Rainbow Bridge
Montessori School in Cotati. The
Montessori method of education
is based upon the work of Dr.
OF

© ALAN DEP PHOTOGRAPHY

Instituto Pro Musica de California perform sacred music for Cinco de Mayo.

Instituto Pro Musica de California:
Choral Songs To Feed the Soul

S

PANISH,

MEXICAN, PERUVIAN,

COLOMBIAN COMPOSERS
16TH-20TH CENTURIES COME TO LIFE in this worldclass premiere of sacred music
presented by Instituto Pro Musica de California May 31-June
9 in five bay area locations.
Many of the selections—
not heard since the time of their
conception—were originally
created for the Feast of Corpus
Christi, a Catholic celebration
that occurs at this time of year
the spiritual nourishment associated with Holy Communion.
The music, performed by
the Institute’s popular Coro
Hispano and Conjunto Nuevo
Mundo, was transcribed and
edited from original and secondary sources by the Institute’s
composer, Juan Pedro Gaffney.
“In centuries past, the feast
occasioned sacred concerts and
theatre pieces from some of the
best composers and poet-playwrights of the age, including
Lope deVega, Gongora, Sor
Juana Inez de la Cruz, Teresa
de Avila, and Juan de la Cruz,”
Gaffney noted.
AND

OF THE

The repertory ranges from
motets and responsories in
Latin; villancicos, arias, and
cantatas. These concerts offer a
rich cultural and spiritual legacy
for anyone interested in music
for the soul.
Composer Juan Pedro
Gaffney founded Instituto Pro
Musica de California in 1975
to celebrate the bicentennial

“ ”

Many of the selections
were originally created
for the Feast of Corpus
Christi...

of the Mission and City of San
Francisco. Under his direction,
both groups have become the
premiere
Spanish-language
choral-instrumental ensembles
in the country.
The
non-profit
arts/
education institute is dedicated
to researching, promoting and
presenting the folk and classical music repertories of Iberia
and Ibero-America, returning
more than 90 works of Spanish

and Latin American composers, both ancient and modern,
through U.S. premiere performances. Concert co-sponsors
include KDFC, San Francisco
Arts Commission, and San Francisco Grants for the Arts.
Concerts are $20 general,
$15 seniors/students. Children
16 and under are free.
May 31st, 8 p.m., Mission
Santa Clara, 500 El Camino
Real, Santa Clara
June 1st, 8 p.m. Mission San
Rafael, Fifth Avenue at A Street,
San Rafael
June 2nd, 4 p.m. St.Vincent’s,
Western Ave at Howard,
Petaluma
June 8th, 8 p.m., St. Joseph the
Worker, 1640 Addison Street,
Berkeley
June 9th, 7 p.m., Mission
Dolores Basilica, Dolores at
16th Street, San Francisco
For more information,
call 415-431-4234 or visit
www.corohispano.org

Advertise Your Business in

The Petaluma Post

Call Today: 707-762-3260

Priscilla Call, accomplished
flutist, chamber musician and
professor.

Native of Mexico, Martha
Rodriquez Salazar is a flutist
and singer.
Maria Montessori. She found that
elementary school children have
the ability to reason. Through
adult guidance and presentation
of materials about the world they
live in, children can be inspired to
become self-motivated learners.

N O R T H B AY
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Contessi Ballet

Petaluma’s Finest School
for the Performing Arts
SUMMER
WORKSHOP
July 15th to August 10th

Guest Teacher is the
Well-known Alan Scofield
Specializing in Jazz

Ballet • Jazz • Musical Theatre
Children through Adult Classes

CALL TODAY FOR MORE DETAILS

707-762-1306 • 424 Payran Street, Petaluma
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Music & The Arts
24th Annual Health & Harmony
Music & Arts Festival 2002:
The Community Co-Creates!

H

& HARMONY
MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL
EALTH

CELEBRATES THE LARGEST

EVENT OF IT’S KIND ON THE

WEST
COAST. Ongoing entertainment
is presented on five stages featuring nationally known entertainers and the best of the Bay
Area’s music, prominent speakers, community performance
groups and children’s entertainment.
The festival which was voted
“Best Festival of Sonoma County”
for the last eight years includes
500 exhibits featuring Arts &
Crafts, World Marketplace, Eco
Village, Health Expo,
Natural Products Sampling & Wine Tasting
Hall, Goddess Temple,
Massage & Healing
Center, Speak Your
Peace Soapbox, Inner
Peace
meditation
Garden, Body Harmony Movement Stage, Community Interactive Art Project,
Psychic Readers, Free Lectures
and Workshops, The Rainbow
Center for Children and many
community organizations.
After gaining incredible
community support during the
last two years, the Health &
Harmony Music & Arts Festival is going strong for it’s 24th
year, Taking place during the

The North Bay Chapter of Art
& Revolution presents a Community Interactive Art Project
where anyone can express their
Peace through art as it becomes
a part of a unique art project at
the Festival. The “Inner Peace
Meditation Gardens” will be a
place that one can retreat from
the stimulation and participate
in a peace meditation.
Other attractions include the
Eco Village which will present
examples of clean, eco-friendly
transportation such as hybridelectric and bio-diesel vehicles.
Displays of green building materials and techniques,
The Health & Harmony Festival, which was
such as straw bale
voted “Best Festival of Sonoma County” for
construction, will be
the last eight years, includes 500 exhibits
incorporated into the
and five stages with live music.
EcoVillage. Visitors will
be invited to calculate
their “Ecological Footprint”, a measure of
each person’s impact
eighth straight year, the Festival
on
the
carrying
capacity of the
continues to offer an educational and entertaining experi- planet.
The Health Expo offers the
ence for all ages.
friendly
expertise of several
New attractions include
prominent
holistic health profes“Speak Your Peace Soapbox”
sionals and serves as a resource
where one can voice their views
on anything from current politi- for the latest cutting-edge products and services that can help
cal issues to poetry. The “Body
Harmony Movement Stage” of- one attain optimum health. In
the Natural Products Sampling
fers samplings of yoga, martial
arts and exercise programs de- & Organic Wine Tasting Hall,
signed to achieve better health. fairgoers will have an opportu-

“

weekend of June 8th-9th from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. each day at the
Sonoma County Fairgrounds in
Santa Rosa, CA, this years Festival offers a dynamic music line
up, key speakers such as Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Caroline
Casey, and twenty attractions
including four new ones, The
theme this year “One Planet,
One People, One Peace At a
Time,” invites the community
to reflect on the important issues facing our world and asks
“What’s Your Peace?” Winning
the “Best Festival Award” in
Sonoma County for the for the

”

Have you found the perfect
school for your child?
Emphasizing the development of mind, body, and spirit, in the Catholic tradition.
• A secondary school patterned after successful prep
schools in Chicago, Boston and Washington D.C.
• Serving parents who want to raise their children to
be competent, responsible leaders.
• Rigorous core curriculum, college preparatory, and
knowledge-based.
• Commitment to the arts and sports .

Grades 6-9
for
2002-2003

The Oaks Preparatory School, 100 Gnoss Concourse #1, Petaluma, CA

For information and entrance examination schedule, CALL 707-778-0400
Visit our website at: www.theoaksprep.org

nity to sample the best of natural
and organic foods and wines.
Entertainment, exhibits and
lectures which honor women’s
spirituality as a part of the
health and harmony of the earth
can be enjoyed in the popular
Goddess Temple.
The Massage and Healing
Center will offer samplings of
various types of bodywork therapies. Free lectures and demonstrations are given by prominent
authorities on enlightening topics, showing us how to live in
harmony within our own bodies,
the community and the environment.
The Rainbow Center for
Kids will offer creative activities,
rides, games and entertainment.
Children will be able to participate in drum circles.
The Extreme Teen Center
will host skateboarding demonstrations by Brotherhood Skate
Shop and visits from Sobe Lizard Lovebus.
A wide variety of nutritious
International Cuisines to tempt
the palette will be served, including foods from Greece, East
India, China, Mexico, Jamaica
and an assortment of vegetarian
delights.
Live performances on five
stages includes the best of
Northern California’s music
featuring rock and roll, jazz,
motown, blues, ethnic and
world music. This year’s headlining musical groups include
the prominent guitar wizard,
Robben Ford Band on Saturday, and Grammy winning
legend Taj Mahal on Sunday.
Other performers include Lost
At Last, Jai Uttal, Big Brutha

Soul, Groundation, Joanne
Rand, Mystic Family Circus,
Copper Wimmin, Tina Malia,
Rhythmatrix, Humsa Lila, Marimba Pacifica, Joanne Rand,
Sasha Butterfly, Lakshmi Devi,
Mamaya & The Rhythm Divas,
Kim Atkinson’s Drummunity,
The Pagan Love Orchestra,
Mystic Family Circus, Uma,
and of course Pride & Joy.
The Saturday night TechnoTribal Community Dance will
feature Medicine Drum, Tribal
Alchemy, Bassnectar Live with
DJ Lorin, Trance Zen Dance,
DJ Zack Darling with Mystic
Family Circus, and Bhakti with
Suzanne Sterling. This event
also features amazing multimedia, state of the art lazer show,
dancers and interactive performance art.
The distinquished speaker
on Saturday will be Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. and on Sunday
it will be Caroline Casey. Produced by the Association For
the Creative Endeavor 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization.
Admission for adults is $22
($17 presale), Seniors/Teens
(10-17) $10, ($8 presale) Kids
under 10 FREE. Saturday Night
dance: $20 presale, $25 door.
Presale ticket outlets available
by calling 707-547-9355 or
online on the web site at
www.harmonyfestival.com
For more information on volunteering, booth applications, etc.
contact the Health & Harmony
Music & Arts Festival, P.O. Box
7040, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
or use the hotline at 707-5479355. Visit the website at www.
harmonyfestival.com or email:
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Country Living

Mountaintop Cathedral Song
Written by Rick Pearce
CHORUS:
With a tumble and a trickle over and around
The stream seems to giggle as it winds its way down
Past trees hanging over reeds bent with the flow
Out through the grass to the river below
From my Mountaintop Cathedral to my hometown
below.

CHORUS:
As I hike down the mountain I see far and wide
My life lies before me; I feel stronger inside
When down in the valley I won’t have a fear
Knowing my mountaintop will always be here
Knowing my mountaintop will always be here

The upper meadow of Lafferty Park is simply inspiring.

A Walk in Our Park: South
County’s Mountaintop Cathedral
BY CONNIE MADDEN

F

LAFFERTY PARK
FOR
THE
UNOB-

and set aside, and a general
LONG
willingness to open the park has
STRUCTED VIEWS OF THE
been expressed by the majority
HILLS AND FLATLANDS OF PETALUMA
of Sonoma County Supervisors.
available from the hilltop ridge
The same majority needed to
known as Lafferty Ranch. From
vote for purchase of developthis public land on Sonoma ment rights by the Open Space
Mountain, owned by the city
District, of which they are all
since 1959, it is possible to see members, paving the way for a
not only the edges of this “town
small parking lot and access to
of little hills,” but also much of
the park by the public in the not
too distant future.
It may be the best view in
Lafferty
Ranch,
South County—and yet the
overlooking Petaluma
effort to open the park has
on the crest of Sonoma
now dragged on for over ten
Mountain, may not have
years...
shear rock cliffs and skiing, but it snowed there
both of the last two
years. There’s a waterMarin County, Mount Tamalpais,
fall, Adobe Creek, an amazingly
the Golden Gate Bridge and the
long list of animal and plant life,
Bay Bridge. Three times the
and the view above the fog from
Friends of Lafferty have hiked
Sonoma through Marin Counthe 7 miles and 1,000 feet up
ties is awesome.
from Keller Street Garage to the
Called
“Our
access strip in front of Lafferty to
Mountaintop Catheshow support for the park.
dral” in a song of the
It may be the best view in
same name written reSouth County—and yet the efcently by Rick Pearce
fort to open the park has now
of Novato, Lafferty
dragged on for over ten years
Ranch has to date
due to preparation of expensive
been accessible only
environmental impact reports in
with a hard-to-get
the face of objections of a few
permit from the City Manager.
neighbors that the park would
Slated as a public park
cause too much noise pollution
open primarily for hiking in the
or would interfere with wildlife.
Petaluma General Plan, Lafferty
Road safety has also been raised
crowns the region much like
as an issue.
famous Mount Tamalpais does
But in large part, these obfor Marin and lush Tildon Park
jections have all been addressed
RIENDS OF

“

”

“

does for Berkeley. It is simply
inspiring to hike the mountain,
the quiet of the area punctuated
by the song of a meadowlark.
Rare Golden Eagles, Western Pond Turtles, White-tailed
Kites and Steelhead Trout are
found on Lafferty, and while
hikers may not leave these creatures completely without disruption, they are likely to cause
much less discomfort to animals
and plants with their binoculars
and hiking boots than would,
for instance, the company of
cows with their own noise and
various kinds of pollution.
A recent OSD approval of a
new North County park, Paulin
Lane, makes an even stronger
case that it is South County’s
turn for additional open space.
“We’re going to get this thing
done,” said Mike Kerns, Sonoma
County Supervisor for District 2,

CHORUS:
With a tumble and a trickle over and around
The stream seems to giggle as it winds its way down
Past trees hanging over reeds bent with the flow
Out through the grass to the river below
From my Mountaintop Cathedral to my hometown

Lafferty Ranch in January, 2002.
February and March pins read
Lafferty and Justice for All! and
Lafferty Park…Sew Fine! (referring to a Lafferty quilt sewn for
the Butter & Egg Days Parade).
With help from Sonoma County’s Supervisors, who also serve

as our Open Space District, a
new regional park will be open
and available for those who are
calling for it currently—and for
generations to come.

I walked to my park but I couldn’t
get in, reads a lapel pin designed
for the first walk up to Lafferty
Ranch in January, 2002.

”

following a recent candidate
forum in City Hall chambers in
Petaluma. And Supervisors Cale
and Reilly have also privately
echoed that sentiment.
I walked to my park but I
couldn’t get in, reads a lapel pin
designed for the first walk up to

© SCOTT HESS PHOTOGRAPHY

© SCOTT HESS PHOTOGRAPHY

The blue of the sky like I’ve never seen before
A spot way up high; I see an eagle soar.
I’ve climbed to the top breathed the air cool and clean
Only if you’ve been there do you know what I mean.
Only if you’ve been there do you know what I mean.

Adobe Creek bubbles and glistens in Lafferty Park.
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Around Tomales
Mostly Natives Nursery: Natives
and Drought Tolerant Plants

A

T

THE

NORTHERN

END

OF THE TINY VILLAGE OF

TOMALES YOU CAN FIND
MOSTLY NATIVES NURSERY. Started
on an empty lot 18 years ago, it
grew slowly through the years
until it now covers a quarter
of an acre and has over 500
varieties of native and drought
tolerant plants. Visiting the
nursery is like a step back to
a time when life was lived
more slowly. There are benches
among the plants where you
can rest for awhile and watch
the sheep across the street or
eat lunch.
The owners, Walter Earle
and Margaret Graham, began
with the idea of growing plants
to use in some of their landscaping jobs, they had been unable
to find the types they were looking for in other nurseries. The
“growing grounds” kept expanding until they had to either give
up the nursery or give up the
landscaping. The nursery won.
Their true love is natives but
they decided to include drought
tolerant plants from other Mediterranean climates to expand the
selection, especially for people
with deer problems. They now
carry trees, shrubs, perennials,
herbs and ornamental and native
bunch grasses. They have native
annuals available in the spring
and organic vegetable starts in
spring and fall.

In keeping with the idea
visit plan on spending some
of simple gardening they grow
time, there’s a lot to see.
most of the plants in either
4-inch or gallon containers.
These are easier to plant, more
Their true love is natives but they decided to include drought
tolerant plants from other Mediterranean climates to expand
the selection.

“ ”

affordable, and eventually make
a healthier and more drought
tolerant shrub or tree. To get an
idea of the nursery before going
you can always visit their website at www.mostlynatives.com
and check out their plant list
or specialty lists or see pictures
of some of the plants that they
grow. But once you decide to

Phone: (707) 878-2655
Fax; (707) 878-2656

OWNER:

Dan Norwood

�������
“The Oldest
Saloon in������������������
������������������
Northern Marin”
������������������
Come in on Mother’s Day and Enjoy
Lunch or Dinner In an Historical Setting
���������������
Since 1877
�������������������������
2 6 9 5 5 H I G H WAY 1, TOMALES, CA 94971
R E S E R VAT I O N S: 707-878-2403
DINNER: Thursday-Saturday 5-9 Sunday 4-9 BAR OPEN DAILY

������������������
����������������������������

d

m

��������
��������
��������

PA G E 1 4 • T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T • M AY 2 0 0 2
town Petaluma she decided that
la maison might broaden the
horizon of the city center.
She offers quite a variety of
things for your home including
French country and European
styles that compliment antique
furniture. Some pieces are a
bit traditional while others are
more of a cottage style. There
are upholstered and slip covered chairs and couches and
antique pine furniture from
Europe.
In addition to fine crafted
wooden tables and armoires,
you’ll discover a multitude of
home accessories from dishes

Business Profile

to linens and from books to
potpourri which she creates not
from shavings but from large
pieces of fruit and flowers.
There are original paintings by
John O’Brien, mirrors, baskets,
candles and bath products.
You’ll feel at home in this
friendly atmosphere. “I love the
town of Petaluma,” she said. “It
has the making of a real sweet
and charming city.” Located at
49 Petaluma Boulevard North,
la maison is open seven days
a week and are having their
Grand Opening on Saturday,
May 18th.

������

B“The
& Finest
B Interiors
Quality in Labor”

���������
Reupholster Now!
����������
����������
Aria Rug Gallery
la maison Home Furnishings
����������
Readies For May 18th Grand Opening
������������������������������������������ ����������
A
����������
Marin’s 31 Annual
Over 36 Years Experience. Our Pride is Our Craftmanship
Widest Selection of Fabrics • “Your Fabric or Ours”
Free Estimate in Your Home • All Labor Unconditionally Guaranteed

Slipcovers • Bedspreads • Pillow Shams • Dust Ruffles • Drapery • All Custom Done

2020 Fourth St., San Rafael (On the Miracle Mile) 415-454-8970

la maison dining table and slip-covered chairs.

Buy • Sell • Trade • Appraisal
Cleaning & Repairs
New & Antique Rugs

ROUND
OF

THE

THE

BEGINNING

YEAR

A

NEW

HOME FURNISHINGS STORE

OPENED UNDER THE CLOCKTOWER

at the corner of Western and

Petaluma Blvd. North called la
maison. Owned and operated
by Dean’a Jerejian, the store is
lavishly decorated with everything you could imagine having
in your home.
A Petaluma resident for the

past eight years, Dean’a wanted
to add something different to
the historic downtown district.
She’s been an interior decorator for many years having had
a shop in Novato. Noticing the
changes taking place in down-

415-456-0990

300 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., San Anselmo

st

���� �� ������� � ����� ����������

st Annual
Greek
Festival
Marin’s 31

Greek Festival

Memorial Day Week

���� �� ��� ������� �� ��������� �������
Water your lawn for four
minutes, three times each
night, for two days
each week in May.

Memorial Day Weekend

Saturday, May
25th 11 am – 10
Saturday, May 25th 11 am
– 10 pm
th 12 noon – 1
Sunday
,
May
26
th
Sunday , May 26 12 noon – 10 pm

����������������������
�������

Homemade
GreekGreek
Food & Food
Pastries& Pastries
Homemade
Music & Dancing, Cooking Demonstration
Music
& Dancing,
Cooking
Demonstratio
Shopping,
Children’s Area
and more…

Shopping, Children’s Area and more…

Admission: Adults $5, Kids 4-12 $3, Under 4 Free
Present this ad for $1 off up to 2 admissions

Admission: Adults $5, Kids 4-12 $3, Under 4 Fre
Present this ad for $1 off up to 2 admissions
Head West off the 101 Ignacio Blvd. Exit and follow the
signs to the free parking lot at Indian Valley College. A
free shuttle will take you to the festival.

Head West off the 101 Ignacio Blvd. Exit and follo
www.NativityOfChrist.org
415.883.1998
signs
to the free parking lot at Indian
Valley Colle
free shuttle will take you to the festival.
Sponsored by Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox Church
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Home & Garden
going in, I’m right on the verge
of designing the floors. And I
expect to use some of the design theories I’ve used on past
properties to make these floors
something special.

The Brennan family has a striking entry, with a central diamond
handmade out of 4 different hardwoods. Room by Designs of the
Times, Petaluma. Masonry: Joe Cuneo. Floor Installation: Mark
Thomen of Sebastopol. Carving: Bert Rabidoux. Cabinetry: Hamilton Cabinets.

Putting Character
Into A Wood Floor

A

NY REALTOR WILL TELL YOU

THAT CHANGES IN HOUSES
OFTEN REFLECT CHANGES IN

PEOPLE’S LIVES:

births lead to more
bedrooms, deaths can mean
a change of ownership, and
once-and-again marriages supposedly sail smoother when the
new couple relocates to neutral
territory.
So what does it mean when
a whole country decides to
dump their wall-to-wall carpeting? I’m old enough to remember when wall-to-wall carpeting
was a hot ticket. My parents
had wood floors underneath
their carpeting as long as I lived
at home, in our suburban tract
house. When my mother was
widowed, the time came when
she began to feel that it was
“time for a change”, meaning
that she was getting over her
first grief and feeling like taking
possession of the house. At last
she decided to toss out the old
carpet and reveal the floors.
Everyone in my generation
loved them, and couldn’t understand why she hadn’t done
it years before. But I recall her
saying once, when she had
first considered it years before:

“Bare floors make me feel kind
of poor.”
Such are the differences in
generations! Depression survivors still tend to feel this way,
but boomers my age love wood
floors. I won’t bore you with
the usual stuff about how low
maintenance modern finishes
are and how much cleaner they
are for allergy sufferers. Instead,
I’ll bore you with the part I’m

“

Hardwood isn’t all
there is; soft woods
are beloved on the
East coast where homeowners like houses
with lots of character
and history.

”

involved with: how they look.
Before you make a quick
call to an installer to tell him
to just pour in some wood,
you might want to consider
some details that I use in my
projects.
At Haverfield Park, where
the first house of the three colonial houses I have planned is

PUT SOME THOUGHT
INTO YOUR WOOD
Hardwood isn’t all there is; soft
woods are beloved on the East
coast where homeowners like
houses with lots of character
and history. My contractor had
a client who showed her classic
colonial to a guest who commented on the dents visible in
her genuine wide-plank knotty
pine floors. Her perfect response:
“Those marks were made by my
daughter’s high heels on her
wedding day, as she paced back
and forth waiting for the ceremony to begin!” No one could
illustrate the softwood/hardwood
controversy better.
Who would think you had
to take a political stance to pick
out some wood? But you do,
you do! Do you value shine
and neatness and have guests
remove their shoes? Maple or
cherry might suit you. For those
who expect lots of kids and dogs
in a folksy home, I recommend
installing distressed or recycled
woods: things like pine, chestnut
and hickory.

News from
Haverfield
Park
BORDERS AND ORNAMENTS
As you can see from the photos,
I like ‘em. But don’t overdo it,
and they should fit the purpose
of each room. In a true custom
house, the furniture is laid out
in drawings, and the floor ornaments are fitted to the furniture
layouts. So in a dining room
where the big wooden table
covers the center of the floor,
the ornamentation may be best
created as a border. Conversely,
in a room where the furniture
will probably be set around the
walls (which interior designers
always object to), a big space
left in the middle is a perfect
spot for a central medallion.
Central ornaments are
traditionally used for a little
excitement in entries, and the
design should set the tone for
your home, since it acts as an
introduction. For the Brennan

BY

BARBARA CASWELL

home in Cotati, friends are always greeted at their door with
a sweet hug, and I decided to
hang a pendant light fixture
plumb over an ornamented wood
floor spot where everybody gets
hugged both coming and going.
Your floor installer will tell you
that high gloss is for those with
little traffic and meticulous
maintenance schedules.
Barbara Caswell, the owner of
Designs of the Times, is the
Sonoma County home and
garden designer who created
Haverfield Park. Her home is
a nostalgic country estate with
a showcase quality house in a
private natural setting. On alternate months, the Post prints her
other column: “Make Habitat a
Habit”, which discusses living
compatibly with wildlife.

TO REMOVE OR
NOT TO REMOVE
Regarding the shoe removal
issue, I haven’t seen America
this divided since the Mary Ann
and Ginger debates. One side
logically argues that you walk
in who knows what filth all
day and it doesn’t belong in
your home (although no one
seems to turn off the news for
compar-able reasons). The other
camp equally logically states
that your guests shouldn’t have
to undress when they visit, and
if your floors are more important than your friends, maybe
you need new friends. There’s
no right or wrong here, but you
need to take a courageous stand
and pick a side.
LIGHT OR DARK?
Most houses benefit from light
and bright, and that means
maple. But I mix woods, and
will certainly do so at Haverfield Park houses. Rooms have
different uses that should be
supported by their decor, and an
every-room-alike house is not
only shamefully dull, but looks
like no one cared enough to
plan the whole house.

The Waldingers, in Cotati, chose an entry with painted ornaments, which are placed out of the way of heavy traffic to avoid
unnecessary wear.

Advertise in the

Petaluma Post
Call Today: 707-762-3260

PA G E 1 6 • T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T • M AY 2 0 0 2

Epicurean Episodes

The Girl & the Gaucho
Latin Food with Jazz and Salsa

T

HE

DINING DETECTIVES

WERE

OUT ONCE AGAIN ENJOYING

A RIDE THROUGH THE WINE
COUNTRY. We were headed for
Glen Ellen and our destination
The Girl & the Gaucho Restaurant. We made a quick stop at
Cline Cellars which is just past
Sears Point Raceway for some
wine tasting. We particularly
enjoy Cline’s Zinfandel and
Oakley Vin Blanc. We passed
a number of other wineries, as
well as antique and furniture
stores along the way. The hills
were still quite green from all
the rain and snow that we had
this winter and the sun was
shining and the sky was clear. It
was a perfect late afternoon in
the Napa Valley.
We continued north and
enjoyed the peaceful, winding
road, Arnold Drive which took
us into the small hamlet of Glen
Ellen. On the left side of the
street was our destination, The
Girl & the Gaucho Restaurant.
We were all smiles when we
entered the restaurant because
of the festive decorations and
light Latin/Spanish Jazz music in
the background. Vibrant warm
colors, hanging glass lanterns,
eclectic art from around the
world and a small rendition of a
Gaucho made the dining room
so charming and inviting.
There was an open kitchen
and counter seating for 6 as well
as tables for about 60. We were
seated in the center of the room
and to our delight and surprise
Allison our waitress came to our
table with a gift. It is their tradition to offer each of their quests
a glass of Spanish Amontillado

Sherry accompanied by a small
dish of fried spiced almonds,
which pleased our palates and
got us started off in an enjoyable
manner. As we ordered a large
bottle of San Pellegrino mineral
water and proceeded to study
the menu, warm bread was
placed on our table. We were
set for a great dining experience
and here is some of the cuisine
that we highly recommend.

or Brazil.

SMALL PLATES
Roasted Chicken Empanada
with Salsa Verde
This spicy dish is a fantastic
starter and a great way to your
first taste of the Latin Cuisine.

THE
DINING
DETECTIVES
BY CAROL & JOE DAVIS
www.finediningdetectives.com

Dessert trio of custards, carmelized bananas and friends!

Mahi Mahi Cerviche
This cerviche of the day—every
day they have different renditions—was light, fresh & flavorful.
SALAD
Hearts of Palm, Jicama, &
Avocado with Pumpkin Seed
Viniagrette
An excellent salad, fresh, zesty
and we loved the jicama.
PAELLA
Paella with Saffron, Peppers,
Onions, Clams, Mussels,
Rock Shrimp, Braised Rabbit,
Roasted Chicken, and Chorizo
As a paella fan this was a must.
One rarely sees paella on a
menu and this was great, not
too spicy yet flavorful.
LARGE PLATES
The Large Plates have a twist
which allows you to “have it
your way.” You can order beef,
fish, pork or chicken and have
it prepared in the tradition of
Spain Cuba, Chile, Argentina

On this evening we chose
these entrees which we really
enjoyed.

and had an avocado lime salad
on the side. The unique tastes
made this a special dish.

Grilled Swordfish, Cuban Style
The swordfish was perfectly
prepared with roasted root vegetables, papaya & kiwi salsa,

Pan Roasted Half Chicken,
Brazilian Style
This was a very generous meal.
Half a chicken prepared with

skewered pineapple and peppers, black beans and sweet potato
fries. It was very succulent and again the unique preparation and
flavors made it terrific.

Sondra Bernstein/Restaurateur (second from left) with executive chef John Toulze and staff.

DESSERTS
Trio of Custards with Caramelized Bananas
You must save room for this. The caramelized bananas were some
of the best we had ever tried and the custards were light and
creamy. Just wonderful!

Dining Out Directory
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URUAPAN RESTAUFINE AUTHENTIC
MEXICAN CUISINE

OPEN SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

Catering For Parties
Outside Patio Dining
Homemade Corn Tortillas

Uruapan is a town in the southern part
of the state of Michoacan, Mexico—
World Famous For It’s Carnitas!

PRIVATE PARTIES
CATERING
SPECIAL EVENTS

1905 Bodega Avenue, Petaluma, CA
94952

Fourth & “Sea”

REALLY BIG BURGERS!

Fish & Chips, Ice Cream and More!

phone orders welcome

food to go, open 7 days for lunch & dinner

707-762-6424

W

Star
of
India

101 4th St. at C, Petaluma, CA

•
•
•
•
•

Tandoori
Seafood
Vegetarian
Lamb Curry
Chicken Curry

LUNCH
Monday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
DINNER
7 Days a Week
5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

IN THE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
299 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA

707-762-1328

SERVING DIM SUM EVERYDAY
Delicious, high-quality food for the most discriminating diner.
Winner of Sonoma County
Favorite Ethnic Food Award—Entertainment ‘97/KZST

Overall Rating:

WWWW

R I S T O R A N T E I TA L -

by Jeff Cox
Press Democrat

Mother’s Day Dining
Reservations Required
Dinner will be served from 5-10 p.m.
Pasta • Seafood • Authentic Italian Cuisine

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
phone: 707-782-1130
f ax: 707-782-1169

56 East Washington, Petaluma, CA

RESTAURANT

LUNCH HOURS:

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

Always Healthy • NO MSG • We Deliver

5:00–9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday

951 Lakeville St. • Petaluma Gateway Shopping Center (near Lucky Market)

DINNER HOURS:

707-778-8000
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Gift Guide
Massage

Come Meet Us on
June 9th at the
Art & Garden Festival

Therapy Center
OVER 15 MASSAGE TECHNIQUES

Including: Swedish, Deep Tissue,
Reiki, Shiatsu, Acupressure,
Sports & Reflexology

Coffee & Espresso
Service

• On-Site Massage for your event or business
• Foot Massage & Chair Massage
Prices from $20
• Same Day Appointments
• Gift Certificates Available
Open Seven Days a Week
• Walk-Ins Welcome
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

707-762-9111

172 Keller St., Petaluma, CA

23 Kentucky Street
707-769-7208
PS EVENTS Is Now Open!

Sunday 12 p.m.–6 p.m.

ÁÒ

Save
$400
AMERICA’S #1
CHOICE FOR A
LIGHTWEIGHT,
PORTABLE SPA
707-528-3061
709 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA

Petaluma’s
Oasis for
Relaxation
Let the healing human touch and calming
plant extracts bring you back to joy!
• Massage Therapy
• Hot Stone Treatment
• Deep Tissue Massage
• Facials and Waxing
• Professional Makeup

• Body Salt Glow
• Sports Massage
• Professional Skin Care
• Bath and Gift Items
Monday-Sunday
707-773-4950
• Gift Certificates
18
Kentucky
Street, Petaluma
Expires June 1, 2002

Relaxing Moments Massage Therapy
Sibyl S. Seaton, NCMT Nationally Certified
Serving the Petaluma Area for 12 Years

REECE DELAND

Classes and Workshops
1900 Petaluma Blvd. No.,
Available For All Ages
Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-328-2861 • EMAIL: rdeland3@aol.com
WEB: www.hometown.aol.com/rdeland3/index.html

Stewart
MARINE

Wellcraft • Excel • Scarab
Klamath Johnson Outboards
Volvo • OMC • Mercruiser
Trailers from Calkins & Pacific
PHONE: 707-762-0440
FAX: 707-762-0251

AND BROKERAGE, INC.
1221 P e t a l u m a B l v d . N o . , P e t a l u m a , C A 9 4 952

• Swedish Massage • Reflexology • Acupressure
• The Belavi Facial • Deep Tissue • Lymphatic Massage

THE BELAVI FACIAL

THERAPEUTIC
OR RELAXATION
MASSAGE

Includes a 1/2 Hour Therapeutic Facial Massage

1 Hour $45 Reg. $50
1 1/2 Hour $65 Reg. $70

1 1/4 Hour $58 Reg. $65
(2) 1 1/4 Hour Facials $110
More Than Just a Facial!

Mention this ad for special. Expires June 1, 2002.

410 THOMPSON LANE, PETALUMA, CA • 707-763-1572

(Relaxing drive 5 minutes from downtown) Monday-Saturday, Days and Evenings

By Appointment • Private Studio • Quiet Country Setting
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Gift Guide
Honoring Mother’s & Grandmothers
at Sack’s Happy
Mother’s Day
AN UPSCALE THRIFT SHOP FEATURING:

Toys, Games, Dolls, Books, Records,
Clothing, Housewares, Furniture
And Much More...

707-765-2228

new work
Watercolors by

MICHELE ROSETT

Thank You Ladies...
you’re doing a great job!

Sack’s Hospice of
Petaluma Thrift Store

ST. JOSEPH

Mon-Sat 10-5:30
322 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA

HEALTH SYSTEM

Greater Sonoma County

The Blooming Florist

Flowers & Gifts for All Occasions
501 Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma

707-763-9271

www.ftd.com/thebloomingflorist

Meet Our
Advertisers &
Say You Saw
Their Ad in the

PETALUMA
POST
9 Petaluma Blvd. No. (next to Earthwood) 707-778-8388

50% OFF SELECTED LUGGAGE & HANDBAGS
Quality Luggage  Travel Accessories
Rolling Backpacks  Stylish Handbags
Leather Goods  Computer & BriefNew
cases
Merchandise Has
Arrived!
Seiko & Citizen Watches
Designer
Sunglasses
 Gifts
& More! 11-6 Sun 12-5
HAPPY
HOURS:
Tues–Sat

Hot Tubs
Saunas

Massage

Looking For That Perfect Gift
For Mother’s Day?
5 Petaluma Blvd., No., Petaluma, CA 94952 • 707-762-6053
Hours: Tue-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday

GALLERY ONE

209 Western Avenue, Petaluma, CA 94952
707-778-8277

Original Spiritual Art by John Steensland

F

Sundeck

OV E R 2 0 Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E

Meet the Artist Reception: May 4th 6-8 p.m.
Gallery Hours: Mon-Sat 11-5:30 • Sunday 11-4

$M5assOagFe

Cold Plunge

UNIQUE JEWELRY
BY LOCAL ARTISTS!

April 22nd-June 9th

FROGS
415-453-7647

School Street Plaza, Fairfax

Incense
Candles
Pewter Goblets
Pottery
Buddhas
Crystals
and lots of new
merchandise daily

15 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma

707-763-6155 • Open 7 Days
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MIKE & HIS TEAM WELCOME
100% Unconditional
YOU!
Washington
Petaluma
 707SAVE 8 0UPEast
TO 40%
at Gro-St., Money
Back Guarantee
763-2700
¹¹•ðw
w w . g r o c e r yOnoEverything
u t l e t s .Wec Sell.
om
cery Outlet
Everyday!
ATM
ÁÒÒ

Adobe Harvest
Catering, Inc.

C AT E R I N G

WEDDINGS

Complete & Confident Planning

EVENT
PLANNING

Wedding Couples are Invited
To Taste Our Custom Menus.

From Corporate to
Backyard BBQ

CALL TOLL FREE:

800-283-2223

ÁÒÅÒ

EXPRESS

GENE GIORGETTI PRESIDENT

15%
Discount
On All Catering!

P.O. Box 453 Penngrove, CA 94951

707-795-7222

1390 N. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma, CA
LICENSED AND FULLY INSURED • SERVING THE BAY AREA SINCE 1967

DINUCCI’S
FAMILY STYLE
ITALIAN DINING

“Excellence Without Extravagance”
Serving Full Menu on MOTHER’S DAY
Fresh Seafood & Steaks Cooked To Order

Reservations Appreciated
(Only 20 min. from Petaluma on
Coast Hwy. One in Valley Ford)

707-876-3260

Hours: Thurs.–Mon. 4 p.m. to Closing
Sunday Noon-8 p.m. Closed Tues. & Wed.

Meet Our
Advertisers
& Say You
Saw Their
Ad in the
PETALUMA
POST

The
Casino
Cocktails, Beer & Wine
EVELYN CASINI • 707-876-3185
17150 Bodega Hwy., Bodega, CA 94922

Coming to THE PETALUMA POST in
June the 15TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
Celebrating the Sonoma-Marin Fair & Dairy Month

RESERVE YOUR AD

TODAY:

PHONE: 707-762-3260

or

FAX: 707-762-0203
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Home & Garden
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Fancy Bloomers
© SUSAN VILLA

African Violet
Society
����������������

Sale of African Violet Plants & Supplies

“Through The Garden Gate,” Petaluma
Museum’s 7th Annual Garden Tour

T

HE

PETALUMA

ASSOCIATION

IS

MUSEUM
LOOKING

FORWARD TO ITS SEVENTH

ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR HELD ON

MAY 25TH. This year the public
will be able to visit eleven extraordinary Petaluma gardens
on the self-driven tour.
Some of what will be seen
in the vast scope of gardens include: solar powered hot houses
and ponds, gnomes, monkeys
and koi as well as English country eclectic, chicken ranches,
Mediterranean style and orchid
growers. There is something
for every gardeners taste with
a wealth of information to be
leaned from expert friendly gardeners, docents and growers.
All proceeds for this annual

© SUSAN VILLA

�����������������

Saturday, May 11th

fundraiser go directly to The
Petaluma Museum. The Garden Tour is successful because
of the generous homeowners
who open their gardens to the
touring public. All of those

“

at 800 Baywood Dr., Tuscan
Gardens at 316 B St., Trillium
at 113 Petaluma Blvd. and
Cottage Garden Growers off
Petaluma Blvd. No. at 3995 Emerald Drive. Your ticket can be

Solar powered hot houses and ponds, gnomes, monkeys and koi as well as English country eclectic, chicken
ranches, Mediterranean style and orchid growers.

who enthusiastically purchase
tickets for this event makes it a
financial success.
Tickets can be purchased
for $20 at The Petaluma Museum, 20 Fourth St. in Petaluma,
The Petaluma Visitors Center

”

presented at Cottage Garden for
one free Annie’s annual plant.
For more information about the
Garden Tour see the ad on page
30 or call: 707-778-4398.

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or until Sold Out

Coddingtown Mall, Santa
Rosa Guerneville Rd. at
Hwy. 101 Gottschalk’s

Member Grown Plants
“Support Rings” will be available

CONTACT: Harriet Maddux 707-523-1614
or Byron Borch 707-527-8362

Tuscan
Gardens
“Accents For the Yard”
316 B. St., Petaluma, CA 94952
(Across from Rex Hardware)

707-765-2993
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Business
ABOUT
YOUR
MONEY

BY JIM BECKER

How can I lower my tax bill?

I

F YOU ARE ONE OF THE MILLIONS
OF

AMERICANS

WHO RECEIVED

TAX REBATE CHECKS LAST YEAR,
how would you like to experience that kind of savings every
year? By investing in tax-free
investments, such as municipal
bonds, you can. Tax-free investments pay interest that is free
from federal and state taxes, so
you keep more of the income
you earn. That means more
money for you to spend as you
wish rather than sending it to
the IRS.
Municipal bonds can be
issued by villages, cities, counties, state, state agencies and
specific districts to finance a
multitude of projects. For instance, your local school district
may issue bonds to help pay for
a new school; a state may issue
bonds to build additional highways or bridges, or a city may
issue bonds bond to improve its
sewer system.
When you invest in a municipal bond, you receive a
fixed interest payment every six
months and the satisfaction of
knowing you helped make local
improvements possible. Better
yet, all the interest you receive
from municipal bonds is free
from federal income tax and, in
some cases, state and local taxes
as well. However, you may be

subject to alternative minimum
tax.
Municipal bonds can provide significantly more after-tax
income than comparable taxable investments. Even knowing
this, you may be surprised the
first time you compare the rates
paid by tax-free and taxable investments. Remember, to get the
true picture; you mast compare
after-tax returns. For example, if
you are in the 27 percent federal
tax bracket, you would have to
find a taxable investment paying 6.16 percent to yield the
same after-tax return of a taxfree investment paying just 4.5
®
percent.
Not all municipal bonds
are created equally. Before investing, do your homework. Ask
about the features of the bond.
Is it insured? Does it offer call
protection
so the
bond cannot
• Spring,
Purified,
Fluori- • Makes 30 gallons of high
be called
prior
to
maturity?
Both
dated and Distilled Water
quality drinking water
are in
important
questions.
easy to lift 3 and 5 gallon per day! Rent or purchase
If youíve Sign
gotten
bottles.
upsatisfactory
for bottled a Reverse Osmosis Drinkwatertoservice
receive and
ONE ing Water System and your
answers
these and
questions
COOLER
RENTAL INSTALLATION IS *FREE!
youMONTH
could benefit
from regular
*FREE
and TWO
CASES OF
tax-free
income,
give municipal
DRINKING
bonds
a try. It’sWATER
a great*FREE!
way to
give both your community and
your tax bill a helping hand.

Your family deserves the
highest quality drinking water.

Offers you a choice!

CALL TODAY: 707-545-1330

James Fisher and Son, Inc.

S E R V I N G S O N O M A C O U N T Y S I N C E 1945

Meet Our Advertisers And
Say You Saw Their Ad In
THE PETALUMA POST

CHECK CENTER
•Checks Cashed •
 Payroll Advances707-781-9333155 Petaluma Blvd. N.
KHALID
P
 etaluma, CA¹94952
A L I  BRANCH MAN-

Since Culligan Dealers are independently operated, offers and participation may vary. Subject to credit approval. *Basic installation

DI A BLO
Funding
Group

PHONE:
FAX:

(800) 605-5557
(925) 838-6777

NO INCOME / NO ASSET VERIFICATION / NO HASSLE LOANS
• Cash-Out Loans For Any Reason
• Debt Consolidation
• Equity Lines and 2nd Mortgages
• Lowest Jumbo Rates!

• FHA/VA/PERS
• Second Homes
• Construction Loans
• Commercial Loans

“Exclusive Commitments From a Major Bank
To Offer You Below Market Rates.”

707-769-9377 • 707-769-9778
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Business Profile

GOT POTTERY?

Visit Coyote Custom Ceramics

C

OYOTE
ICS

CUSTOM CERAM-

RECENTLY

OPENED

PETALUMA AT 1900
PETALUMA BLVD. NORTH. Owner
Reece Deland has been working with clay and designing unusual pieces of pottery for many
years and is now realizing his
vision. With classes and workshops available for all ages,
Deland has created a Petaluma
Art Outlet.
Born in Washington, D.C.
and educated in Santa Monica
and in Greensboro, North Carolina majoring in Art, Deland settled in Jackson Hole, Wyoming
before moving to Petaluma. In
Jackson Hole he established his
first custom ceramic tile studio
creating tiles for buffets and
assorted furniture. The address
was on Coyote Loop which
IN

Medium serving bowl with handles and lid.
thus created the name of his
business.
Deland’s dream in moving to Petaluma was to achieve
two goals. He wanted to have
a working relationship with his

clients to reflect their attiudes
in producing pottery. And, he
desired to create an artist’s cooperative called Petaluma Art
Outlet.
The Art Outlet is in the

making featuring local artists
creating woodwork, jewelry,
paintings and other items to
showcase in booths behind
the studio in a country casual
private setting. It’s a destination
location just north of Petaluma’s
Factory Outlet Village.
The pottery is high fired,
food & oven safe, beautiful and
modestly priced. Each piece has
a hand thrown look and come
in various sizes, shapes and
the colors of the rainbow. They
feature a variety of techniques
through various applications.
One might have to drive to Sausalito or Mendocino to find such
examples of this quality.
The current show is entitled
“Fusion of Glass & Ceramics”
which involves breaking glass
that melts on clay plates and
bowls. The glaze application
is artistically spontaneous.
“When I open the kiln it is a bit
like Christmas because I never
know exactly what a piece is
going to look like in the final
result,” he said. Deland offers
the first hour of class for free
for those interested in learning pottery. There are private
lessons available from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday at $20 per hour including glazes, firing, clay materials
and instruction. Just imagine
creating your own dinnerware
or pitcher or vase.

Light brown stoneware pitcher.

Medium white and brown
marble stoneware vase.
First time beginners are creating beautiful vessels as they
learn “to feel the clay.” All you
need is a little determination to
learn this age old art.
For more information call
707-328-2861 or visit their web
site at www.hometown.aol.

Don’t Settle For Any Ordinary

IRA

Large brown stoneware bowl.

Large white stoneware bowl.

A N E D WA R D J O N E S
Self-Directed IRA Gives You:
• Tax Advantages
• Flexibility

• Tailored Investment
• Personalized Service

Transferring Your Existing IRA Is Easy
CALL

JIM BECKER
Today For Details
HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 10-3:30 p.m.
Fri-Sun 8-5 p.m.

• Newer, well maintained facility
For Rates & Information Call:
• Launch ramp for trailerable boats
• Easy freeway access
• Ample parking near berths
781 Baywood Drive Petaluma, CA
• Fuel dock and pumpout on site
(101 North or South, take Hwy. 116 East exit)
• City provided security

707-778-4489

707-778-7780
247 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94952

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

w w w. e d w a r d j o n e s . c o m
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The Arts

Paradise Ridge Winery
Celebrates Art & Wine

P

RIDGE WINERY,
4545 THOMAS
LAKE HARRIS DRIVE IN
SANTA ROSA, is celebrating its
eighth anniversary with a full
day of festivities. A new Paradise Wood Sculpture Grove art
exhibit entitled “New Ceramic
Horizons” will be one of the
features on Sunday, May 19th
from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Festivities will include a
special tasting of Paradise Ridge
Sparkling wine and the release
of their 1999 Sonoma County
ARADISE

LOCATED AT

Delaine
Eastin Art Gallery Presents
EclecticEye

F

EATURING THE CONTEMPORARY ART OF

BARBARA EL-

LIOTT, DEBLE FAULKNER AND
KEVIN TRACY the Delaine Eastin
Art Gallery present Eclectic Eye.
The three points of view of these
artists intermingle and converge
showing us their fascinations,
fantasies and folly in a dreamlike reality where reality is
negotiable.
Barbara Elliott’s polaroid
image transfers evoke a mysterious walk down a childhood
lane while Deble Faulkner’s
exuberant fiber art dolls frolic
from stage to stage. Kevin Tracy’s imaginative collage works
produce unexpected outcomes
with no limit on interpretations.

The Delaine Eastin Art Gallery is a new additon to the
Healdsburg art scene, located
on the Healdsburg High School
campus. The Gallery’s purpose
is to present professional art to

the State Department of Education. Healdsburg High School
Visual and Performing Arts
teachers Sally Baker (also a
Sonoma County Artist) and Brent
Mortensen were instrumental in
the establishment
The Gallery’s purpose is to presof the gallery. Kathent professional art to the students
leen McCallum is
and the community of Healdsa new addition to
burg.
the gallery as the
Gallery
System
Developer.
An
artist’s
the students and the community
reception will be held May
of Healdsburg. In addition, the
3rd from 6-8 p.m. at the Deschool offers a gallery design
laine Eastin Art Gallery on
and mangement course as part
the Healdsburg High School
of the Arts, Communication and
campus, 1024 Prince Street,
Entertainment Pathway.
The Delaine Eastin Art Gal- Healdsburg, CA 95448. Gallery
lery has been made possible Hours are Tuesday-Thursday 124 or by appointment.
through an ArtsWork Grant from

“”

Cabernet Sauvignon in the
remodeled Champagne Cellar
and Vineroom. The artists participating in a new exhibition
include Hedi-Katharina Ernst,
Sarah Kotzamani, Clara Lanyi,
Inya Laskowski, Penny Michel,
Scott Parady, Dharma Strasser,
John Toki, Re-Cheng Tsang and
Christiane Vincent.
For more info. about the festivities call 707-528-9463 or visit
www.paradiseridgewinery.com.

Petaluma Arts Association
Open Studios in Petaluma

M

EMBERS OF THE PETALUMA

ARTS ASSOCIATION

WILL

OPEN THEIR STUDIOS TO

the weekend of May
18th and 19th from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Artists will share their talent and inspiration with visitors.
In its eighth consecutive year,
this popular event not only affords collectors an opportunity
to purchase art directly from the
artist, it also provides a refreshTHE PUBLIC

ing way for art lovers to enjoy
art in the environment where it
is created.
Flyers and maps are available at the Circle Gallery, Copperfields Cafe, the Petaluma
Visitors Center, the Petaluma
Public Library and other locations in Petaluma.
For more information call Mary
Bales at 707-762-2978.

Heated Patio Dining Now Open
OPEN EVERY DAYCafe • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner •
Weekend Brunch

Coming to the PETALUMA POST in June
THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
Celebrating the Sonoma-Marin Fair & Dairy Month

(On The Town Plaza)
6948 Sebastopol Ave., Sebastopol, CA 707-829-

RESERVE YOUR AD TODAY: PHONE: 707-762-3260 or FAX: 707-762-0203

Petaluma

Art & Garden Festival
Sunday, June 9, 2002
Petaluma’s First Choice Stop

Happy Mother’s Day from the Staff at Marin Joe’s
O P E N 7 D AY S A W E E K
LUNCH: 11:00
FULL DINING & COCKTAILS:
Mon.-Sat. until 12:45 • Sunday until 11:

415-924-1500
415-924-2081
1585 Casa Buena Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925

11 a.m.–5 p.m.

Event Location: Fourth St. & Kentucky St. between B St. and
Western Ave. and the A St. parking lot in Downtown Petaluma

Call for Artists, Gardeners,
Wineries, & Culinary Vendors
BOOTH SPACE

12”x18” includes 10”x10” booth w/white canopy . $175
12”x18” space only ......................................................... $125

For application & information call: 707-762-9348
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The Arts

speak on “Appreciating and Collecting Art.” This will be a chance
to ask questions and discuss some
of the issues raised by this unique
exhibit.
For those who enjoy “meta”
phenomena such as art about
art, learning about learning,
thinking about thinking, this is
a must-see. The exhibit raises
questions about the sources,
purposes, intentions and uses of
art in an engaging, humorous,
thought-provoking way. Plan to
stick around the gallery for at
least an hour. It takes that long
just to read the text, compare the
source material to the finished

paintings, and explore the possible connections between inspiration and art.
The exhibit will run from
April 30th–June 1st. Free Gallery
Lecture & Discussion by artist
Patrick Fanning on “The Creative
Process” & Gallery Director Matthew Muth on “Appreciating and
Collecting Art” Monday, April 29,
1:30-3:00 p.m. at Franklin Art &
Frame, in the Annadel Center at
2700 Yulupa, Santa Rosa.
For more information, contact artist Patrick Fanning at
707-823-6610 email: fanning@
monitor.net or Gallery Director

P E TA L U M A
CITY TRANSIT

Journey: A Mixed Media Installation
of Paintings and Their Context

W

HEN YOU BUY A PIECE
OF

ART,

YOU

ALSO

BUY AN INVISIBLE SLICE

OF THE ARTIST’S LIFE.

This show
makes that slice of life visible.
Every painting begins in
the artist’s creative process, a
hidden substrate that the public seldom sees. This creative
substrate is laid down over time
like geological strata, in
the form of sketchbooks,
journals, studies, conversations, fantasies, dreams,
thoughts, and feelings.
It’s a thicket of private
meaning from which a
few paintings emerge
to be signed, matted,
framed and hung on a white
wall under track lighting. In the
normal course of an artist’s life
and common gallery practice,
finished art is about as far from
the context and process of its
creation as a stuffed deer head
is from a herd of live deer.

Patrick Fanning’s installation
painting colors begin to enter
“Journey” lets the deer loose in the collage, and collage elethe gallery, showing his paintings ments begin to show up in the
within their context and process.
paintings. Boundaries become
Eight plein air watercolors are permeable, suggesting those
hung over a continuous frieze of magic moments when life apmixed media collage containing proaches art and vice versa.
value sketches, notes, journal enThe installation completely
tries, anecdotes, compositional
covers 32 feet of wall, chroniideas, poems, scraps of dialog,
cling a journey of artistic discovery and exploration
As you move into the story, the
that feels more like a
painting colors begin to enter the
movie storyboard or illuscollage, and collage elements
trated novel than a conbegin to show up in the paintings.
ventional art exhibit. Fanning uses the metaphor of
Multiple Personality Disorder to explain some of
his artistic conflicts. Three
reference snapshots, studies for
distinct
alternative personalities
paintings never painted, and
emerge
to dramatize different
photos of earlier stages of the
approaches to art.
finished paintings.
At 1:30 p.m. on Monday
The first couple of waterApril 29th Patrick Fanning will
color paintings float above the
speak in the gallery on “The
contextual collage, serene and
Creative Process” and Gallery
unrelated in color or style. As
Director Matthew Muth will
you move into the story, the

“
”

SENIORS:
$14
STUDENTS: $23
ADULTS:
$29

CALL TODAY
FOR A
FREE
In-Home
Estimate!

The Ultimate
in Transportation
Services
CALL NOW To Reserve: 1-800-ITS-LIMO (487-5466) • www.snclimos.com
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The Arts

Mon.–Sat.
Open at 11:30 a.m.
Sunday
Open at 4 p.m.
TM

41 Petaluma Blvd. No.
2nd floor—Overlooking
Beautiful Downtown Petaluma

“Running Fence 1972-76,” the breathtaking artwork that spanned the Sonoma
County hills and is now considered to be one of the greatest artworks of the twen-

Running Fence’s Christo & JeanneClaude- At Sonoma
Co. Museum
C
home to “Running Fence 1972-76,” the

W

ORLD RENOWED ARTISTS

HRISTO

AND JEANNE-CLAUDE WILL MAKE A

at the Sonoma
County Museum located at 425 Seventh
Street in Santa Rosa on Sunday, May 12th
from 3 to 5 p.m. Christo and Jeanne-Claude
will be book signing at The Tom Golden
Collection: Sonoma County Museum dedicated to the celebratory exhibition “Twentyfive Years After the Running Fence.”
Sonoma and Marin Counties are
RARE APPEARANCE

Call ahead and your pizza will be ready when
you arrive. Offer good only until 4:00 p.m.

breathtaking artwork that spanned the
hills and is now considered to be one
of the greatest artworks of the twentieth
century.
In recognition of Mother’s Day, May
12th, you can receive a free museum
membership when you bring your Mom.
For more information call 707-579-1500
or visit the web site www.sonomacounty

A PIZZA SO GOOD
THEY NAMED A CITY AFTER IT!
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The Arts

John Steensland Art
Exhibit At
Barry Singer Gallery Offers Vintage Photos Earthwood
O. Winston Link’s, Hot Shot Eastbound, West Virginia, 1957

M

ichael Gar l ingt on,
Revealing Portraits
AND 0. Winston Link,
Amer icaÕ
s Last St eam Rail road will be two concurrent
exhibitions at the Barry Singer
Gallery opening Saturday, May
11th and continuing through
Saturday, June 22nd.

Michael Garlington is an
emerging artist whose work has
been compared to that of Diane
Arbus and Keith Carter. He has
a unique ability to engender the
level of trust which allows his
subjects to be very openly themselves or to participate fully in
his created scenarios. Garling-

Michael Garlington’s The Fishmonger’s Daughter, 2000

ton’s work has been very well
received, and has been acquired
by some important institutional
and private collections.
The renowned 0. Winston
Link took over 2200 photographs of steam engines carrying passenger and freight trains
of the Norfolk and Western Railway in the late 50’s. Most of his
images focus on the magic and
mystery of the train at night, and
he utilized ingenious artificial
lighting to illuminate the mythic
prominence of the train in this
rural area of Virginia.
Michael Garlington will be
present for the Artist’s Reception
on Saturday, May 11 from 5-7
p.m. and the exhibition will continue through Saturday, June 22nd.
Gallery hours are Tuesday through
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Located in picturesque
Petaluma, California, at the
entry to the Sonoma/Napa wine
country. In addition to these exhibitions, Barry Singer Gallery
continues to offer masterworks
of vintage photography, as well
as a growing inventory of outstanding international and local
contemporary material. The
gallery is located at 7 Western
Ave., Petaluma, CA.
For more information call
707-781-3200 or visit their
website www.singergallerycom
to view the exhibition.

J

STEENSLAND, A NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA RESIDENT FOR OVER
30 YEARS, IS BEST KNOWN FOR
OHN

HIS GRAPHIC DESIGN AND AIRBRUSH
ART.

He is currently exhibiting
his work at Earthwood located
at 15 Petaluma Blvd. North in
downtown Petaluma.
In 1981 he was commissioned to airbrush a ceiling
mural measuring 10 feet by 108

feet on four sides of the Northern California Tibetan Buddhist
Monastery. This led to a deeper
pursuit of meditation and yoga
which transformed his work.
Art became his primary spiritual
practice.
He said, “These images are
far more than pictures. They are
living meditations which have
brought me closer to the source
of Creation and the fountain of
creative flow.” His work demonstrates the Light that shines out of
Darkness expressing the best in
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Post Dates
Petaluma’s Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee Redue at least in part to the lack of
port
safe travel routes for bicycles.

T

PETALUMA PEDESTRIAN
AND BICYCLE COMMITTEE
(PBAC) WAS APPOINTED BY
THE PETALUMA CITY COUNCIL IN
1993. Its formation was actually
the result of changes in national
priorities. Since the 1950’s the
U.S. has gone from a nation
with an extremely effective
train transportation system to
a nation of car travel. In 1991
Congress realized that transportation funding was lopsidedly in
favor of the automobile and the
highway system. The Clean Air
Act was born as well, with government officials realizing that
automobile transportation is a
key factor in air pollution.
The only way to change
those priorities was to begin
funneling some of the massive amount of transportation
money into pedestrian and bicycle projects. At the Bay Area
level, every municipality over
a certain population size was
mandated to appoint “Pedestrian
& Bicycle Advisory Committees”
to advise local officials about
what priorities were significant
regarding bicycling and walking if that municipality wanted
access to funding. This forced
the Bay Area to allow entirely
new interest groups to bring different priorities to the table and
challenge “the way things had
always been done.”
It’s not just accidental that
the U.S. is a nation of car drivers. Just try to get around by bus.
Or train. Or bicycle. Or on foot.
The bus system works regionally
for commuters only. The interstate commuter rail system (AMTRAK) is woefully under funded
and stops at freight company
owned boarded-up depots. To
get across Petaluma by bicycle
is dangerous. To walk between
businesses often means encountering a cyclone fence that stops
the process entirely.
In Petaluma, the PBAC has
taken their task very seriously
since 1993 and is at present the
most proactive of any of the Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee in Sonoma County. The
Committee spent 6 years writing
a very inclusive Bicycle Plan
which was unanimously adopted
by the City Council in 1999. The
Committee realized early on that
for bicyclists, Petaluma was a
dangerous city in which to travel
and the predominance of car
travel in this fairly flat city was
HE

Pedestrians also face the
similar problem of having few
appealing options of cross town
travel, with Washington Street
and Petaluma Blvd. both being
exhaust-laden pedestrian travel
corridors. With this in mind,
the Committee has been participating in project reviews of all
new development proposals in
the City of Petaluma to ensure
that the pedestrian and bicyclist
is considered in every new
development.
What does this mean? It
means thinking about a lot
of simple things like mandating that there be curb cuts in
all parking lots; encouraging
businesses to have safe bicycle
parking; requiring that showers
be accessible to any employee
of any large building to encourage employees to cycle to and
from work. It means providing
ways for employees to warm
up food at work and giving
them decent places to eat it as a
way of helping reduce the huge
lunchtime exodus of by auto. It
means providing pedestrian and
bicycle cut-throughs at new culde-sacs even if cars are routed
around.
The Committee meets the
second and fourth Wednesday
of ever month at City Hall to ensure that bicycle and pedestrian
needs are addressed. The PBAC
has also provided recommendations to the Novato Narrows
project and the SMART project
(Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit) project as well as to the
Water Agency regarding building a bicycle trail on top of the
new water pipeline. Taxpayers
could save hundreds of thousands of dollars if the pipeline
were coordinated so that the
right-of-way already owned by
the public could be used for a
water pipeline (thus saving land
acquisition money) with a trail
on top of it. This “Rail Trail”
would be an effective commute
corridor both by connecting
Petaluma’s east and west sides
and by connecting Petaluma
with Novato, Penngrove, Cotati,
Santa Rosa.
PBA Chairperson Patricia
Tuttle Brown stated in a recent
interview, “As an acupuncturist
who treats patients daily and
has listened to many descriptions by my patients of their
daily lives, I observe the struggle most people wage to get

adequate exercise. Bicycling
and walking to work/shop/play
are excellent means by which
to automatically boost bodily
health.” Pam Torliatt, City Council representative to the PBAC,
commented that “Bicycling and
walking provide an opportunity
for people to get outside, communicate and interact with others in the community.”
The PBAC is sponsoring
several events to celebrate this
year’s National Bike to Work &
School Week. The week will
begin with a Bike Expo, on May
12th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon
in Walnut Park. Activities will
include free bike safety checks
by a local bike shop, local
transit representatives demonstrating how to use public
transit with bicycles, safe route
to schools, as well as free food
and live music.
Three energizer stations
will offer free food, drinks
and encouragement to bicycle
riders traveling to work and
school. The stations will be located at the Petaluma Blvd. and
Washington Street intersection,
the Lynch Creek Trail at McDowell Blvd. intersection near
Petaluma Valley Hospital, and
the Redwood Business Park at
Redwood Highway, from 6:30
a.m.–10:00 a.m.
Bicyclists who pedal to,
from, or through Petaluma during Bike-to-Work week are eligible to win bike-related prizes
from area bike shops. “I commuted by Bike” postage-paid
mailer cards will be available
at the Bike Expo, from area bike
shops, the Petaluma City Hall,
library and schools, and many
Petaluma based companies.
Entry cards will also be available at the Petaluma Energizer
stations on May 16th. All cards
must be completed and mailed
to Petaluma City Hall no later
than Monday, May 20. At noon
on May 24th, City Council
Member Pam Torliatt will conduct a drawing to identify the
prize winners.
Petaluma
companies
will compete for the Golden
Sprocket Award, presented to
the company with the largest
number of employees riding
bikes to work during Bike-ToWork Week. High schools will
be competing for a $75 award,
presented to the high school
with the largest number of
students riding bikes to school
during Bike-to-Work & School
week. Award presentation will
be during the first City Council
meeting in June.

Marin Greek Festival
Coming Memorial Day

T

31ST ANNUAL MARIN
GREEK FESTIVAL will take
place at the beautiful
grounds of Novato’s Nativity of
Christ Greek Orthodox Church
located at 1110 Dickson Dr.,
May 25th and 26th.
Greek food and pastries,
dancing to a Greek bouzouki
band, performances by Minoan
HE

Dancers, import booths and
cooking demonstrations will
be the featured entertainment.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
on Saturday and from noon to
10 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information call
415-883-1998 or visit the web
site www.NativityofChrist.org.

Stop In for A Drink!
THE FIRST EDITION
212 So. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA
In the Washington Square Center

707-775-3200

www.massageincofcotati.com

MASSAGE
INC

We Provide the Following Services:
• Deep Swedish $60 for 1 hour
• Deep Tissue $75 for 1 hour
• Sports Massage
• Couples Massage
• Facials

Gift Certificates Available

Special Offer
SWEDISH
MASSAGE

707-792-0555 • 800-792-0555
325 E. COTATI AVE., SUITE D • COTATI
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Nature

Singing the “Bloonk Adoonk” song heartily.

American Bittern Living Well
At Shollenberger Park

with an instructor from Santa
Rosa Junior College who tells
me he saw four Bittern at the
park a few years ago, but that
was then. Still, Shollenberger
remains one of the only places
in Sonoma County where the
Bittern is still known.
The
species
remains
relatively unstudied due to its
secretive nature. I have heard
their strange spring mating
call, however, and have been
fortunate to see the physical

contortions that accompany it
on several occasions.
As to its “song” one author
said, “The results of its efforts
can hardly be called musical.
While producing the sound
the bird looks as if it is trying
to rid itself of some distress of
the stomach and the resulting
melody sounds much like the
sucking of an old-fashioned
wooden pump when someone
tries to raise the water.”
(continued on page 30)

BY NORRIS (BOB) DYER

Upon what does the Bittern contemplate?
The chances of rain?
Something it ate?
Perhaps it muses about its decline,
And senses the blame as ours, yours, mine.

K

ING
EAT

HENRY VII LIKED TO
BITTERN, BUT WE CAN

HARDLY

FAULT

THE SPECIES’ DECLINE.

HIM

FOR

Among the
main factors today are siltration,
chemical contamination of the
marshy/reedy habitat it prefers
or the habitat’s assimilation
through urbanization and agriculture. As Pogo said, “I’ve seen
the enemy, and it is us!” We are
fortunate in Petaluma, however,
that the American Bittern can
still be seen, albeit in reduced
numbers, at Shollenberger Park.
The American Bittern is a
mid-sized member of the heron
family, 28 inches tall, fully
extended, and weighing about
1.5 pounds (sans dinner). Other
members of the heron family frequently seen in this area, and at
the park, are the Black-Crowned
Night Heron, Great Blue Heron
and Green Heron. The Bittern
has vertical striping of various

shades of buff and brown with a
black patch from below its eyes
down the side of it neck. The
photo above shows it at its most
regal in the habitat it loves—one
of the reedy side channels that Y
from the park entrance.
The bird’s diet is proteinrich, including amphibians, crayfish, small fish and mammals. It
moves slowly through the reeds
(Chaucer said it “bumbleth”)
then darts out quickly, seizing the
prey in its bill, killing it by biting
or shaking and then swallowing
it head first. I once saw one grab
a water rat at Shollenberger, and
then escape into the reeds, as a
much larger Great Egret chased
it trying to snatch the prize
away. The Egret stood outside
the reed cluster for a long time,
metaphorically tapping its foot in
impatience, but the wily Bittern
did not emerge.
Bird books call the Bittern

“cryptic, secretive, and well
camouflaged.” The latter stems
from aspects of its coloration
as seen against the tule or cattail where it searches for food.
Its striping helps it to hide. If
it sees you, it may decide to
take off and circle around the
park seeking a more secluded
spot, or simply face you with
bill extended upward to show
the full extent of its neck stripes
and better hide. To compound
this mimicry it has been known
to sway slightly, as if the reeds
were being rocked in a gentle
wind. The photo at right shows
the Bittern in such a pose.
There are at least two Bitterns at Shollenberger Park, but
they are rarely seen together,
living solitary lives most of the
year. During recent Christmas
Audubon counts in Sonoma
County, the Bittern failed to result in a single entry. I’ve spoken

Trying to hide in the reeds—but its pot-belly doesn’t help.
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(continued from page 29)
Another source calls the
song a “Bloonk-adoonk” which
is as good a description as any.
The photo on page 29 top right
shows the Bittern in full “song,”
taken on March 31st. Unfortunately, there is no record of the
species nesting in the county—
but maybe this year!
Little is known about the
migratory patterns of the species. Here they are most evident during the months of the
rainy season, starting in September, near reeds watching for
prey, along the side channels or
Adobe Creek. The bird may be
moving cautiously or perfectly
still. In May they are often last
seen near the tall grasses of
Alman Marsh, the other side
of Adobe Creek. Like the old
baseball players in Field of
Dreams, they finally enter the
heavier vegetation and are not
usually seen again—at least
until fall, although I have seen
one on rare occasions during
the summer, hiding in the deepest stands of reeds at the park,
away from general view.
I have been with groups of
birders of 15-20 standing within
50 feet of the Bittern that fail to
see it, until it finally loses its
patience and takes off. On the

OFFICIAL SMOG STATION

AutoWize
Auto Service Center
Newest Equipment Meets California SMOG 2 Requirements

$36.75 + $8.25 (Certificate)
Tune-Ups, Brakes, Air Conditioning Service, etc...
Customer Service Beyond Your Expectations
4246 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CAPP

Chico Auto
DismantlingLOW PRICES ON USED
CARS & TRUCKSFULL SERVICE CALL 530343-1468Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m.SELF SERVICE CALL 530-343-5590Open 7
Days 8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.CALL TOLL FREE
Musing about it’s future.
other hand, several years ago,
concerned, and perhaps downone’s favorite breakfast spot was
hearted about its fate, as my
the right side channel at the en- opening verse suggested.
trance, and hundreds of people
Come see the American
saw it. The photo above, top
Bittern. Even if you don’t see it,
right, taken in January, shows a
there are a possible 139 other
Bittern crouched only fifty feet
species at Shollenberger Park to
or so from the entrance, looking make the visit worthwhile.

PROFESSIONALS
YOU CAN RELY ON!
Complete Foreign & Domestic Auto Care
AAA Approved
Napa Auto Care Center

929 Petaluma Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA

707-763-5547

A TOUR OF ELEVEN
PETALUMA PRIVATE GARDENS
Saturday, May 25th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Limited number of tickets available for $20.
Advance purchase by check; made payable to:

PETALUMA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
All proceeds benefit the Petaluma Historical Museum

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:

Petaluma
Muffler
Service
SINCE 1969

TRILLIUM • 113 Petaluma Blvd.
TUSCAN GARDENS • 316 B Street
COTTAGE GARDENS OF PETALUMA • 3995 Emerald Drive
PETALUMA VISITORS CENTER • 800 Baywood Drive

MARC CASSINA • Owner

(Tour proceeds rain or shine)

1771 Bodega Ave., Petaluma, CA 94952 • 707-763-2697

T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T • M AY 2 0 0 2 • PA G E 3 1

Sheep Shearing—Any Size Flock
Tractor Work—Includes Everything
Mobile Welding—Repairs & Custom Fabrication

All Jobs Welcome • Affordable Pricing

707-769-8914

The Arts
Young Writers Take Big
Prize
“Who’s that Whale?” The con-

T

HE MANAGERS AND STAFF

MARIN HAVE
Kel sey
Dunbar AS THE GRAND PRIZE
WINNER of the Butter & Egg Days
Young Writers Contest.
Dunbar, a fifth grade student from Petaluma, won the
coveted grand prize in the Butter & Egg Days “Young Writers”
contest hosted by the Petaluma
Branch of Bank of Marin.
Kelsey received numerous
prizes from Bank of Marin, a
$25 gift certificate from Mrs.
Grossman’s Paper Company, a
$25 gift certificate from Early
Work Parent Teacher Store, a
Butter & Egg Days Poster, ice
cream certificates from Joanne
Ferris at Baskin Robbins, an
autographed copy of “Who’s
that Whale?” signed by author
Trisha Cole. Included in the
prize package was a certificate
and a ribbon from the Butter &
Egg Days committee.
All winners received winners certificates, ribbons, ice
cream certificates and numerous prizes from Bank of Marin
along with Trisha Coles book
OF

BANK

PICKED

OF

YOUNG

test hosted by Bank of Marin
showcased Trisha Cole.
Cole is a local author who
works to encourage the children of Petaluma to use their
imagination to create wonderful
stories for all to enjoy. The Bank
of Marin is active in bringing
authors into communities to
connect with local citizens to
share the literary world and
encourage reading and writing
books.
Other winners in the Young
Writers contest were:
Zack Abraham Keffury and
Mark Brown won First Place in
each of their divisions.
Lisa Stoll and Mia Thomas won
Second Place in their divisions
and Samantha Proteau took a
Third Place.
Walking away with an honorable mention is Fifth Grader
Shannon Marr.
The Young Writers stories are
on display at The Bank of Marin
799 Baywood Dr. Petaluma, CA.
For more information see the
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SCPEO Head Start: Free PreSchool for Low-Income Families

The Arts

“A Step Back In Time” At
General Vallejo’s Adobe

O

MAY 11TH FROM
10 A.M. TO 5 P.M. THE
PETALUMA ADOBE ASSOCIATION AND CALIFORNIA STATE
PARKS PRESENTS PETALUMA’S ADOBE
LIVING HISTORY DAY. Located at
General Vallejo’s Adobe rancho
at 3325 Adobe Road, the annual
event provides history lessons in
a fun atmosphere.
Follow the state historic
signs from Hwy. 101 and Hwy.
116 to Casa Grande and Adobe
Roads. During Living History
Day volunteers re-create life
N

“ ”

in 1840’s Mexican era
California as it would
have been lived at the rancho which was General
Mariano Vallejo’s 66,000
acre property.
Volunteers, dressed in
colorful authentic clothing, demonstrate old crafts and
perform historic skits. Sounds of
a flintlock musket being fired,
the ringing of the blacksmith’s
hammer and the strumming of a
homemade banjo fill the air.

Northern CA Heritage Festival
Celebrates Multi-Cultural Heritage

T

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
HERITAGE FESTIVAL OFFERS A
MULTI-CULTURAL
EXTRAVAGANZA on June 1st, from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Cultural groups will
present their culture and history through performance, food,
music, and crafts. Petaluma Valley Rotary sponsors the event at
Petaluma Community Center, 320
No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma.
“Recent world events inspire
all of us to learn about world
cultures,” said John Strong, past
Rotary district governor. “The
festival is a fun way to promote
understanding and sharing.”
Taste foods such as catfish
nuggets, pad thai, abelskiver,
kringle, Chinese chicken salad,
cabbage rolls, borscht, baklava, and biscotti. Watch Greek
line dancing, Thai dance and
boxing or African American
HE

stomp. Authentic handcrafts will
include needlepoint, icons, African jewelry and clothing, ceramics and wooden carvings. Hear
Taiko drums and other traditional
music.
The first annual event is
sponsored by Petaluma Valley
Rotary to increase understanding among the many cultures
of our region. The event theme
is “We the people of the world
celebrate our cultural history
and share our dreams.”
Discover our heritage and
meet the following groups: Armenians of the North Bay, Danish Sisterhood & Brotherhood of
Petaluma, Dialog on Race (CAP
of HC2), Filipino American
Community of Sonoma County,
Inc., Hispanic Cultural Development Corporation, Japanese
American Citizens League, Jew-

Young Artists Take Big
Prizes in Poster Contest

T

HE ARTISTS AND STAFF OF

MRS. GROSSMAN’S PAPER
COMPANY HAVE PICKED
YOUNG ANNA PIEPER AS THE
GRAND PRIZE WINNER of the annual Butter & Egg Days Poster
Contest
Ten year old Anna Pieper
won the coveted grand prize in
a Poster Contest hosted by Mrs.
Grossman’s Paper Company.
Anna and 14 of her best friends
will be hosted on a personal tour
of Mrs. Grossman’s Paper Co.
including a personal hour long
art class. Anna will also receive

a big bag of sticker projects from
Mrs. Grossman, ice cream from
Joanne Ferris at Baskin Robbins,
a certificate and a ribbon from
the Butter and Egg Days committee.
The following winners
will receive bags of stickers
from Mrs. Grossman’s Paper
Company, ice cream certificates from Baskin Robbins Ice
Cream Store and ribbons and
certificates from the Butter and
Egg Days Committee. All prizes
will be awarded at The Butter
& Egg Days Opening Ceremo-

Volunteers, dressed in colorful authentic clothing, demonstrate old crafts and perform historic skits.

The scenic setting is an
exciting backdrop for visitors to
enjoy all the activities.
For more information call the
Petaluma Visitors Program at
707-769-0429.

ish Community, Petaluma Blacks
for Community Development,
Protection of the Holy Virgin
Orthodox Church (Glendi),
Redwood Empire Chinese Associations, Sonoma County Taiko,
Sons of Italy, Sons of Norway,
and Thai Association of Northern
CA.

S

CPEO HEAD START, A FEDERALLY FUNDED PRE-SCHOOL
PROGRAM FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR
OLD CHILDREN, is now accepting
applications for the 2002-2003
school year.
Head Start is a culturally
diverse program which offers a
comprehensive educational ex-

perience with an emphasis on
child and family development.
The 5 days per week program is provided free to children
whose family income meets the
Federal Poverty Guidelines.
Call 544-6171 before June
14, 2002 to complete an application or for further informa-

B U T T E RW O RT H
BACKHOE SERVICE

Grading • Foundations • Septic Tank • Trenching • Hauling
General Engineering Contractor License # 802621

907 Middle 2 Rock Road, Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-763-3909 • FAX: 707-763-1444

For more information about the
festival call 707-763-9556. Tickets are available at the door and
at local outlets. Admission is $8
adults, $6 seniors and teens, and
nies April 20th at The Petaluma
Museum 4th at B St. at noon.

Butter & Egg
Days Poster
Winners
Grand Prize Winner—Anna Pieper, 10
years old
11–12 YEAR OLD CATEGORY
1st-Lucy Petricka, 12 Years
2nd-Zack Miranda, 11 years
3rd-Estefanie Amayo, 12 years
9–10 YEAR OLD CATEGORY
1st-Jonathan Frigon, 10 Years
2nd-Joshua Wheless, 10 Years
3rd-Alex Spangler, 10 Years
7–8 YEAR OLD CATEGORY
1st- Avery Wheless, 8 Years
2nd-Maggie Pieper, 7 Years
3rd-Tegan Fossett, 8 Years
5–6 YEAR OLD CATEGORY
1st-Gabriel Rosen-Duran, 6
Years
2nd-Emily Rakitnichan, 5 Years
3rd-Grace Matthews, 6 Years

Buddhist Meditation
Classes
MEDITATION
CLASSES
7:30-9 p.m.
Tuesday Evenings
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Sunday Afternoons

PRAYERS FOR
WORLD PEACE
Join Us!
Bring the Family!
Sunday Morning
10-11 a.m.
FREE

316 Petaluma Blvd., South Petaluma

707-766-7720 • khnow@aol.com
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Theatre

Olde World Workshops

Jesus Christ Superstar
Makes Its Long Overdue
Return

“

Custom Cabinetry
Kitchen Refacing
Beautiful Wood Finishes
All Your Fine Wood Working Needs!
10% OFF WITH MENTION OF THIS AD

Counseling You Can AffordFor the Help
That You Need Immediate Appointments Available

PETALUMA PEOPLE SERVICES CENTER 1500A Petaluma
Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA 94952707-765-8488

”

PETALUMA LANDSCAPING
Make your home more attractice and more valuable
with a very beautiful yard!
PROFESSIONAL WORK AT REASONABLE RATES

• Experienced • Knowledgeable
• Brick
• Dependable • Excellent References • Stone
24-HOUR SERVICE / 7 DAYS A WEEK
OFFICE: 707-996-5926
707-762-1672
PAGER: 707-323-5226
CELL: 707-326-6418

FLYING SCHOOL

and choreography. It is the only
professional Theatre Company
in Sonoma County. Its ranks are
FTER AN ABSENCE OF ALMOST
comprised of actors, technicians,
THIRTY YEARS, The Pacific
musicians, dancers and designAlliance Stage Company
ers from all over the Bay Area.
production of Tim Rice and AnJesus Christ Superstar perdrew Lloyd Webber’s immortal
forms
for three weeks, May
Jesus Christ Superstar will
2nd-May 19th, in the Nellie W.
be the first professional perforCodding Theater, Thursday at 7:
mance since the national touring
30 p.m., Friday and Saturday at
company visited the Bay Area in
8:00 p.m., Sunday at 2:30 and
the 70s. Opening on Broadway
7:00 p.m. $20 for all Thursday
in 1971, Jesus Christ Superstar
and
Friday
was soon acA whole new generation of Bay Area theatre-goers can
performances;
claimed as a
experience the fierce rock rhythms, the powerful chords
$26 full, $23
masterpiece.
and the heart-rending ballads of its unforgettable score in
youth/senior
Over the next
a brand new interpretation of the story.
for all Saturday
three decades
and Sunday
it attained the
performances.
status of theTickets may
atrical legend.
be purchased
And now a whole new gen- ented Bay Area professionals
at the Spreckels Performing
have come together to create the
eration of Bay Area theatre-goers
Arts Center Box Office Tuesupcoming Pacific Alliance Stage
can experience the fierce rock
day through Saturday from
rhythms, the powerful chords Company production. Directing
12 to 5 p.m., or by calling
the show will be Michael Grice,
and the heart-rending ballads of
music direction will be by Mae- 707-588-3400.
its unforgettable score in a brand
stro Asher Raboy, choreography
new interpretation of the story.
For more information about
will be by Lawrence Pech, scene
Originally conceived and
produced as an album because design will be by Peter Cromp- Jesus Christ Superstar, please
call Gene Abravaya at 707-588producers were afraid to take a ton, and lighting design will
3429.
be
by
Sonoma
State
University
chance on such a daring production, Jesus Christ Superstar instructor, Patrick Toebe.
Pacific Alliance Stage Comeventually premiered at the
Mark Hellinger Theatre in New pany is now in its twelfth year.
In that time it has mounted over
York on October 12, 1971.
fifty productions totaling nearly
Despite opposition from a few
seven hundred performances
religious groups, the musical
became a huge box office hit and has won numerous Drama
and ran for 720 performances. Logue, Drama Desk, and Dean
Choice
Awards
In 1972 it opened in London’s Goodman
for staging, individual perforWest End and changed the
face of musical theatre forever, mances, set and lighting design,

A

becoming the longest running
musical in West End history. In
1973 it was made into a film
that received worldwide distribution. In 1992, an Australian
concert version in a series of
vast arenas broke all the box office records at the time attracting
an audience of over one million.
The soundtrack has climbed to
the top of the US charts on three
separate occasions.
Many well-known and tal-

Petaluma, CA • 707-578-7462

Featuring Amazing Trike Flights
and Coastal Flights!
At The Petaluma Airport 561 Sky Ranch Dr.

707-484-7067 • www.spiritsup.com

JESUS P. CHAVEZ
20% OFF FIRST TIME MAINTENANCE
SPRINGTIME SPECIAL
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Urban Legends
Turning the tables on black and white
BY JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND

on a leash, enters the elevator.
“Lie down, Lady!” he says. The
woman obeys—even though
he is speaking to his dog. Sure
enough, it’s Lionel Richie again.
In the past year, I have found
the story in publications ranging
from supermarket tabloids to the
New England Dog Obedience
News. In them, Richie appears in
places from Atlantic City to Las
Vegas. In years past, there have
been identical stories involving
other black celebrities, including Wilt Chamberlain, “Magic”
Johnson,` O.J. Simpson, “Mean”
Joe Greene, and Rosie Grier.
The story was widely repeated
in 1982 as having happened to
Reggie Jackson.
Both Richie and Jackson
have vigorously denied the
story, and it seems pretty unlikely that any of the other men
have ever been involved in such
an incident. Jackson told a Toronto Globe and Mail reporter
in 1982, “It’s completely erroneous. I’ve heard it a thousand
times.” In October 1985 a Lionel Richie spokeswoman told
another paper, “He doesn’t even
have a dog, and I have no idea
where this all got started. “
So why is this story going
around? The story obviously
depicts whites’ paranoia toward
blacks—but that doesn’t make it
a racist story. In fact, the joke is
on the bumbling whites, who
hear only what they expect to
hear, and end up humiliating

BIG ED’S AUTOBODY
GLASS BEADING

themselves in front of a famous
person.
The genteel response from
the man who has suffered the
stereotyping adds the perfect
antidote; he’s really a nice guy
and—not accidentally—a lot
richer and more respected than
the hapless white tourist. This
may explain the popularity and
acceptability of the story. It shows

The Right Printer The Right People®
www.pippetaluma.com

Everything From Copies
to Full-Color Printing
phone: 707-762-9000
f ax: 707-762-9050

40 E. Washington St., Petaluma, CA • In Golden Eagle Shopping Center

T WO NINER

DINER

A Unique Petaluma
Experience!
Fun For The
Whole Family!
Children love It!

While Dining Enjoy A Beautiful View of
The Sonoma Mountains. Deck Seating
Available for Plane Watching.
See Antique and Warbirds Fly In!
See Helicopters and Sky Diving Jumps!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVED
Rust or Paint Removal a Problem?

Motorcycle Parts • Antiques • Auto Parts

No Job Too Small
1478 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA 94952

707-762-2117

that has nothing to do with
white/black relations. This
version, circulating in various places, has it that a group
of American tourists visited
England’s Parliament. They
dropped to their knees when a
bewigged government official
shouted out what they thought
was “Kneel!” He had really
been calling out across the hallway to a friend named Neil.
If the Lionel Richie story
did arise from this, it’s a good
example of how old pieces of
folklore get passed around and
transformed so that they deal
with contemporary problems.

• Biscuits and Gravy
•
Great Burgers
• Eggs Benedict • Club Sandwiches
• Omelettes
• Fish and Chips

Sonoma Mountains
ADOBE ROAD
East Washington St.

I

n an earlier column, I briefly
mentioned an alleged incident involving a superstar,
an elevator, a dog and some
tourists. I want to take a closer
look at this made-up story and
its dominant theme: racism.
A girl from Virginia had
never spent the night in a big
city, so upon graduating from
high school, she treated herself
to a weekend in New York.
The girl, who was white, had
of course heard all the scare
stories about muggers lurking in
every corner. The first night, she
got into the hotel elevator with
two huge, black “thuggy-looking
guys.” As the doors closed, one
of them said, “Hit four.” But she
thought she heard “Hit the floor”
and immediately did just that,
assuming that she was being
held up.
The men merely laughed
and got out on the fourth floor,
followed by a smaller man who
had been standing unnoticed in
the corner behind them. When
the shaken girl later asked for
her hotel bill, the clerk informed
her that someone had already
paid it. Her benefactor left a
note: “Thanks for the best laugh
my bodyguards and I ever had.
Lionel Richie.”
A similar story pops up
again in the Feb. 6, 1987 issue of
the English magazine New Society: This time, it’s a middle-aged
English woman visiting Los Angeles. A black man, with a dog

racism, but makes fun of it.
One possible origin of the
tale is a scene from the old
Bob Newhart television series.
In one episode of the show, a
large black man leading a white
dog entered Newhart’s outer office and snapped, “Sit, Whitey!”
Whereupon all the white people
in the scene sat down. When I
queried Newhart about the incident, he responded, “It was one
of the largest laughs we ever
got.” But he was unable to recall
who the black guest star was, or
whether the writer invented the
gag or simply overheard it.
My suspicion is, though,
that the basic story goes back
further, to a version of the tale

Runway
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DINER

Sky Ranch Dr. PETALUMA
AIRPORT
ELY ROAD
MCDOWELL BLVD.

101
San Francisco

561 Sky Ranch Drive at the Petaluma Airport

707-765-2900

Open Tuesday–Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Closed Monday

Petaluma
Pete
BY RICHURD SOMERS

The Animal Strikes

I

T’S

2 A.M., PETE

IS JUST LEAVING

when
he spots “The Animal”—that
hero who is circling Petaluma’s
infamous potholes with red,
now yellow, paint so that people
don’t lose their vehicles into the
abysses that are appearing everywhere on Petaluma’s roadways.
As Pete slowly brings JeanMarie, his WWII Jeep, to a stop,
he calls out to the man. “Why
did you change the color of the
paint,” asks Pete.
“Because I am a street
fighter born on a famous American holiday, and I am tired of
begging the city government to
eliminate this national embarrassment,” says the man in the
camouflage outfit.
“What’s your name?” asks
Pete.
“Let’s just say that I wish it
wasn’t Fred,” says the gentleman.
This mystifies Pete, but he
continues to watch as the man
completes another four or five
sprays of the yellow pigment.
Then, before imagination
can form, the man known as
“The Animal” jumps in his twotone brown Packard and moves
quickly to another part of town.
By the sound, Pete is certain that
this automobile isn’t equipped
with an original engine. It
seems to boast of something
hand-forged in the bowels of
our own military underground.
Pete kept the gloves that the
man discarded as he left a short
bed of Michelin on the pavement while slipping from third
to fourth gear.
Pete’s cell phone rang and it
was some General from NASA
who had been plugged into
Pete’s, instead of the Animal’s,
frequency. “How’s the battle
going?” asked the general before he realized that Pete wasn’t
A LOCAL ESTABLISHMENT

“The Animal.” Just as quickly he
hung up when he realized the
satellite’s error—and well before
Pete could ask him who the folk
hero of Petaluma really is.
The sun began to rise and
Pete had to get home. Just then
his phone rang again. This time
it was Bob the Swede who said
he would be on a plane arriving
at SFO soon. Bob never gets to
the “USofA” until after IRS time,
as he found in past years that
people aren’t as friendly before
that date. “Le Animal” would
have to wait for now.
Pete called Harley Mike and
arranged a reunion of Pete, Bob
the Swede, and Harley. It would
be somewhere in the foothills of
the Sierra’s. Someplace where
the roar of the 94s on Sportster
frames wouldn’t bother the locals. Petaluma could have been
the site, but bad roads these days
prove too much for the brothers
of the white line. Perhaps that is
also best for Petaluma?
As Pete slowed for a light
in the “Pothole Capital of California,” a purring Packard leapt
toward Bolinas. Could that be
where “The Animal” lives? Or,
perhaps it is where he breakfasts on mornings after an all-

SEX TOYS IN
PETALUMA

L

AST MONTH

I
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The
Devil’s
Advocate

WAS SHOCKED

TO LEARN THAT A TOOL AND
SEX TOY SHOP OPENED IN

DOWNTOWN PETALUMA.

It’s not the
first time our town has had such
a store, but it is the first time it’s
been right in the middle of the
financial district.
This upset me as much as
any other Petaluma citizen. What
does this say about our community? Why has it happened here?
Is there anything that can be done
to stop it? All these are questions
that must be answered. And like
any upstanding Petaluman, one
overriding thought went through
my mind when I heard the news:
if I can’t get a column out of this,
I’m not trying.
The oddest thing about this
store is the unusual mix. It’s primarily a tool shop, but they have
a section in back that features
x-rated films and sex toys. So
if you go in there and ask for a
hoe, you may really get a hoe.
The most mysterious part for
me is the sex toy department.
What kind of toys are they talking about? Mickey Mouse and
Raggedy Ann dolls that give you
the finger? A slinky that climbs up
your dress? When I was young,
we didn’t have any sex toys,
unless you count the Barzoni
sisters. I grew up in the 50’s,
when, according to writer Stephanie Brush, men were allowed to
undress women with their eyes
and with very little else.
Then we were allowed to
play with the girls, but it was sort
of like being in a soccer game:

BY JOE TINNEY

you couldn’t use your hands.
The only exception to this was
the keepaway game at the Russian River, where there was one
unwritten rule: you could get
away with anything if you made
it look like you were trying to get
the ball. Both Barzoni sisters got
pregnant during a single keepaway game at Rio Nido in 1958.
The Barzoni sisters eventually
succumbed to the law of gravity, so now they have sex toys
instead.
I don’t know what they are,
because I haven’t been in the
store. There are three reasons
for this:
I. It would offend my morals.
2. Someone I know might see
me.
3. I’d probably say a dumb thing
like “You put this WHERE?”
The X-rated films at least
I can understand. We’ve all
seen movies like “When Harry
(Bleeped) Sally” and “The Turn
of the Sperm.” But I understand
there is at least one movie featuring three consenting adults,
several vegetables, and a mythical creature. That would be bad,
but I hope they didn’t use really

LADY VIOLET & MRS. BIRDTREE

Those crop circles certainly
give the cows something
pretty to look at!

Coming in June to THE PETALUMA POST
T he 15TH Anniversary Edition Cel-

ebrating The Sonoma-Marin Fair &
Dairy MonthCall for Advertising Reser-

707-762-3260

vations NOW: 

obscene vegetables like cauliflowers.
The other thing I have
trouble comprehending is why
the unusual combination—tools
and sex toys? This could revolutionize local shopping. I had
first thought that this might be
more appropriate in a bridal
shop, but then I was reminded
of something I should have remembered. Marriage has nothing to do with sex.
With this kind of merchandising, a typical conversation
between a married Petaluma
couple might go like this:
“Honey, go down to the baby
goods and hand grenade store
and pick up something to throw
at the neighbors’ children. I’m
going to Bed, Bath and B-52
Bombers to get some towels
and weapons of mass destruction. Then we can meet at the
ice cream and rat poison shop.”
Somehow I don’t believe
this kind of merchandising
should be allowed. Sex toys,
indeed. If you want that sort of
thing, you should get a shower
massage like everyone else.
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la maison
Home Furnishings
Accessories & Gifts
Open 7 Days a Week

Interior Decorating
(by appointment)
49 Petaluma Boulevard No., Petaluma, CA
“Under the Clock Tower”
At the corner of Western Ave. & Petaluma Blvd.

707-773-2900

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BANK OF MARIN IN PETALUMA

LANDSCAPING & GARDENING SERVICE
Honest, Dependable, Quality Service by Professional Gardeners
WEEKLY/MONTHLY
GARDENING SERVICES
• Mowing
• Trimming
• Weeding
• Clean Up
• Edging
• Pruning
• Cultivation

TREE SERVICE
• Pruning
• Topping
• Shaping
• Removing
• Bonsai

CEMENT WORK

SPECIALS

• Driveway
• Decks & Patios
• Retaining Walls
• Sidewalks
• Bricks & Stones
• Mowstrip

• Landscaping
• Oriental Gardens
• Planting, Seasonal Flowers
& Ground Cover
• Seeding for Winter Time
• Sodding & Resodding
• Hillside Clearance To
Meet Fire Regulations

FENCING
• Wood
• Chain Link
• All Types of Gates

JAPANESE

GARDEN SPECIALISTS
• Bonsai
• Ground Cover
• Trees & Shrubs

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
• Repair & Replace
• Lay Out & Install
• Add New Heads
• Manual & Automatic
Time Combinations

Mr. Vinnie

Low Prices • Fast Service
Complete Care Twice Monthly
Reasonable Prices
Big or Small Jobs!

phone: 707-644-1980 • cell: 707-246-3723
All Work Guaranteed • Lowest Prices • Free Estimates

