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Stories from the Past
When the Circus and Rodeo
C a m e t o To w n i n 1 8 9 0

I

n the fall of ,
the great "JOHN
ROBINSON'S  BIG
SHOWS-All combined” in
a massive exhibit of circus
grandeur played our County.
I find it very interesting that,
now,  years later, Ringling
Br o t h e r s , Ba r n u m a n d
Bailey have just announced
that they will cave under to
animal rights groups and give
up their elephants. So, kids,
here’s what it was like, back
then.
The Robinson Shows
included “ male and
female artists, scouts,
Indians and cowboys, ,
men o n ho r s e s, boxers
and wrestlers and THREE
MENAGERIES IN ONE!”
Those ‘Menageries’ included
an unbelievable assortment
of animals: “Zebra, Antelope,
Cougar, Buffalo, Sloth,
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Gnu, Leopards, Kangaroo,
Tapirs, lion, porcupines,
badgers, Weasels, Lynx,
Gazelles, Baboons, Monkeys,
Armadillo, Hippo, Ostriches
and a Drove of Giraffes."
And then, even more
excitement: "FREE WILD
W E S T, a s h o w w i t h
Cowboys, Scouts, Riflemen,
C ow g i r l s , In d i a n s a n d
Medicine Men, all dealing
with Texas Steers, Wild
Buffalos, Fleet Mustangs and
Wild Indian Ponies.”
And, just when you
t h o u g h t y o u’d s e e n i t
all, there were “singers,
musicians,  trumpeters, a
female brass band,  steam
calliopes, a fife and drum
corps, Scottish Bagpipers
and Droves of Elephants.”
Oh yes, and then, there were
also “Madame Gertrude and
Clarissa LaBelle” doing what

ever it was they did. It was
just all too grand.
It was entertainment
galore in Sonoma County,
for in Petaluma that same
fall, a "GRAND COWB OY TO U R N E M E N T
!" had been booked at our
Agricultural Park. This
show (not to be outdone by
the aforementioned Circus)
featured “Bucking Broncos,
Horsemanship, Picking-up
Objects, Hurricane Racing,
lassoing and “A realistic and
thrilling presentation of
LIFE ON THE RANGE !”
That "Life on the Range"
part would allow you to see
such events as “Hanging a
Horse Thief, A Chase for
a Bride, Etc.” Well, that
was just a merry old time
in our town…. (Not sure
about the "hanging" part,
however). Both the Steam
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Boats on Petaluma Creek and
the Railroads had promised
“Cheap Rates” for those
traveling to take-in these big
events. Schools were also let
out for a day.
On the serious side in
, Petaluma’s Founder,
General Mariano Vallejo,
had died that January and
surely those attending that
“Cow-Boy” event would
remember the many rodeos
held each year at his Casa
Grande Rancho, sponsored
by The General himself.
In the U.S. that year,
there were  million
residents.
Benjamin
Harrison was President,
Idaho and Wyoming had just
become States, California’s
Yosemite Valley was made
a National Park and the
terrible Battle of Wounded

Knee was fought as the U. S.
Cavalry massacred over 
men, women and children of
the Native American Lakota
Sioux. Twenty of those
cavalrymen were awarded
the Medal of Honor for
"bravery."
I can’t help wondering
how those Native American
performers in the Robinson’s
Shows and the Cow-Boy
Rodeos felt about us then.
Ours was still a tough
young Country in  and,
tragically, not many of our
citizens cared about those
who had been here first. 
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• Have you been injured in an accident?
• Is the pain not going away? or Is it worse?
• It may be more than just a soft tissue injury.
• Let us help you on the road to recovery!
• We provide every patient with a comprehensive
examination and personal care plan tailored to
your specific needs.

We can help!

We provide examination, treatment, therapy and timely
reporting to help you through the injury.
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